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A Cablegram from Dr. Kyle 


IBLE students throughout the world will 
be stirred by the following cablegram 
received exclusively by The Sunday School 
Times, shortly before this issue closed, from 
_ its Archeological Editor, Dr. Melvin Grove 
~ Kyle,.in Palestine. In co-operation with the 
American Sehool of Research 
at Jerusalem, the present expedition set out 
to excavate Tell Mersim, near Hebron, iden- 
tified in 1924 as the site of Kirjath-sepher 
by Dr. Albright, Director of the American 
School at Jerusalem. The latter is Director 
of field 2 agg in this expedition, and Dr. 
Kyle — who is President of Xenia Seminary 
ae of this expeditionary staff in 
the heid., 


Kirjath-sepher has. been undisturbed since 
Nebuchadnezzar destroyed it 2,500 years ago. 
But 800 years earlier than that, about 1400 
B. C., it was a flourishing city. as Joshua 
led the Children of Israel into Canaan and 
commenced the conquest of that land. The 
taking of Kirjath-sepher is recorded in 
Joshua 15. 


Now note the cablegram from Dr. Kyle: 


Joshua 15:13-19 confirmed. Field and 
springs found. Kirjath-sepher fully iden- 
tified. Remarkable finds far exceeding ex- 
pectations. Walls wriginally thirty-five to 
forty feet high. Great complicated gate- 
way showing five periods of building, three 
Canaanite, two Israelite. Gruesome layers 
of ashes show city burned three times: by 
unknown, about 1700 B. G.; by Othniel 
at conquest (of Canaan by Joshua); and 
by Nebuchadnezzar. Evidences of ter- 
rific fighting. Mysterious and unique sys- 
tem of shrines in rooms, probably a Ca- 
naanite temple. Remarkable plumbing sys- 
tem. 


In this issue of the Times is an article by 
Dr. Kyle telling of his experiences on the 
way to the scene of these discoveries. Next 
week’s issue will contain further accounts of 
the progress of the expedition leading up to 
the discovery. In other early issues Dr. 
Kyle’s own accounts of this amazing eor- 
roboration of early Old Testament history 
will be given. Apparently it is one of the 
greatest archeological discoveries of modern 
times, and it remains to be seen whether 
actual tablets of the Pentateuch, brought to 
Kirjath-sepher (“Booktown”) by the Israel- 
ites, may yet be found. 











Surprising a Bandit 


_ It is better to win than to antagonize. And some- 
times we can br down antagonism when we least 
expect to. Robert A. Jaffray, one of the ablest mis- 
sionaries in all China, has just come back to Toronto 
for a much needed furlough. The Globe tells of an 
unusual experience he had when he and others were 
held up, in a river boat, by Chinese bandits who were 
taking toll from all vessels passing that way. Mr. 
Jaffray told the chief bandit that they did not wish 
to pay toll, and should not be asked to do so. 
“We are missionaries,” he said. “We come to 
this country to’ do your people good. We build 
hospitals to heal your sick, and preach the Gos- 
pel to them, It is not we who should bay toll to. you, 
but you who should pay toll to us. Now, will you 
not give us something to help us with our work?” 
And, says Mr, Jaffray, this request “‘so tickled the 
fancy. of the robber chief that he burst out laughing,” 
and you've got your Chinaman laughing, you 
have him.” The missionaries were allowed to pass on 
without paying a cent. Here is a fine example of 
common sense, good nature, “holy boldness,” and quick- 
witted doing of the unexpected, which all Christian 
workers may well heed. In our human relationships 
it is better to assume the best in others, rather than 
the worst. 
Fat 


Better Than Civilization 


Civilization and Christianity are often supposed to 
be synon . It is sometimes said that civilization 
is possible only through Christianity, There is a dan- 
ger in thus confusing the two. It is true that Chris- 


tianity makes for the best civilization; but it is also 


_ true that there may be civilization of an advanced kind 


without any Christianity. What is commonly called 
Civilization started with Cain, the murderer and out- 
cast who would not have God in his life. He first 
“builded a city.” German “kultur,” just before the 
World War, was civilization of a high order, and it 
wrecked the world. Under the final world emperor 
foretold in the Scriptures as yet to come, who wil 
set himself above God and Christ, there will doubtless 
be such civilization as the world has never yet seen; 
but it will not be Christian, Civilization means sub- 


By Faith 


HERE is a-fundamental difference between na- 

tional heroes and heroes of the Bible. With 

national heroes, all that appeals to the imagina- 
tion is held up for admiration and imitation, while a 
veil, often a very thick veil, must be drawn over much 
of their past life. In the Bible it is just the opposite. 
For in it God delights to take a man and, admitting 
all his” waywardness and sins, trace his subsequent 
steady growth in grace, that the very victory of God’s 
power may become more and more manifest for the 
encouragement of all his failing saints. And this con- 
trast is simply because, with man, imitation is all 
that is possible, and so the sins of the hero must be 
ignored; while with God the process is regeneration, 
and so with God “all things,” all graces, all victories 
over sin “are possible.” 

This is specially true in the story of Moses. We 
think of him as the man of unwavering purpose, of 
great boldness. And so my craven heart would cry 
out that no lessons from such a life car help me, can 
apply to me, because I am so different. For that is 
just where I fail; I am so changeful, so timid, so in- 
constant. Yet Moses’ growth and development in 
grace and strength were recorded just for such as me, 
to encourage the faint-hearted, to lift up the hands that 
hang down, and the feeble knees, 

For Moses was by nature inconstant. Having visions 


Editor’s Note.—Dr. Northcote Deck, F.R.G.S., of the 
South Sea Evangelical Mission, Solomon Islands, is the 
writer of this editorial. He is also the author of a deeply 
devotional study, “Mounting Up with Wings,” which may 
be had from The Sunday School Times Company, Philadel- 
phia, $1.25, plus 10 cents postage. 


jection and obedience to government; order as over 
against disorder; and men can have this without Christ, 
up to certain limits. A prominent business man has 
recently said, “Civilization develops as more and more 
people do the thing which they don’t want to do, when 
they don’t want to do it.” But Christianity offers men 
just the opposite of that, It offers to change our very 
nature so miraculously and completely that we shall 
want to do the thing that we ought to do, when we 
ought to do it. “If any man be in Christ, there is a 
new creation,” and that is better than civilization. 
This new creation means that one lives by “the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus,” and knows no 
joy like that of doing the will of God,—the things 
he ought to do. Because Christ is in the born-again 
man, and Christ is his life, he can actually say with 
his Lord, “Lo, I come to do thy will, O God.” Christ 
lifts us higher than civilization, for Christ enables us 
to say with thanksgiving to God, “Thy law do I love” 
(Psa. 119: 163), 
a 


Chained to Paul 


There are some stern duties that may bring 
boundless joy. One of the duties of certain Roman 
soldiers in the first century was to guard as prisoner 
the apostle Paul. We read that, when Paul was 
brought to Rome, he “was suffered to dwell by him- 
self with a soldier that kept him” (Acts 28:16). We 
know that it was the custom for such a soldier-guard 
to be fastened by a chain to his prisoner. “The guard 
would from time to time be relieved, and so the Apos- 
tle’s bonds, and the story of his sufferings, and what 
had brought them on him, would be known throughout 
the whole Praetorian camp from which the soldiers 
came.” Max I. Reich said at a recent Victorious Life 
Conference: “The soldier that was chained to Paul 
—think of his privilege! Think of living with that 
radiant, joyous life!” Yes, it seems almost certain 
that some, perhaps all, of the soldiers who were thus 
chained to Paul must have become chained forever to 
Paul’s Christ. But the thought comes to one, what 
would it mean to be chained to me? Suppose some 
one were forced to be manacled to me, in my daily 
life in home, or school, or office, or shop, or kitchen 
— would it become one of the most wonderful, radiant 
privileges that this one could ever know? 


Enduring 


of service for God, of being his people’s deliverer, he 
made one misguided effort in the flesh, “slew the Egyp- 
tian,” and later fled. But he did more than flee. He 
also abandoned all his dreams of service arid of be- 
ing a deliverer. For we read that “Moses was con- 
tent to dwell with the man” in the desert as a mere 
herdsman, and so married and “settled down.” Then 
began his second period of training. In the first forty 
years of his life he had been learning to be “some- 
body.” This second forty years in the desert he was 
to learn to be “nobody,” that in the third forty years 
he might prove what God could do with a “nobody.” 
God make us all quick learners of that lesson! 

And now Moses must be aroused, not by the direct 
voice of God, but by a thorn bush burning in the desert. 
Moses had once had a heart on fire for God, but he 
had failed to go on burning, and there was little flame 
of holy zeal, of expectation from God, left in his heart. 
And what arrested him was not that the bush burned, 
—that was a common enough sight in the scorching 
desert, — but that the bush went on burning. That will 
ever be a “great sight” in this world. And the fact 
that it was a common, worthless thorn bush which 
blazed so brightly, was all the more reproach to Moses, 
the king’s son, with all his talents and learning. So 
he rightly turned aside. i 

I suppose that will ever be our supremest testimony 
in this changeful world, to burn and go on burning. 
For the virtue of spiritual constancy is one of the 
rarest things in the world, the most arresting. How 
many once earnest souls drop out of the race, until 
they have only a name to live, and are dead spiritually. 
So it will ever be the most arresting sermon we shall 
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ever preach, to go on year after year, a steady flame 

for God, when the foundations of things seem to be 

moving, though God remains unmoved, It is blessedly 
possible for each one who is content to be “stayed 

upon Jehovah,” and not on the theories of man. L 

Moses was arrested, and convicted, and ignited again, 
and sent out into God’s glad service, to become him- 
self a bush that burned, yet was not consumed. And 
in God's record (Heb. 11:27) of tms mighty servant 
of his, of the four most notable victories sing.ed out 
to be recorded perhaps the very greatest, the most 1m- 
portant, is that by faith he endured. ‘1hat one virtue 
gave permanent va.ue to all his other activities; and 
without it’ all else would have been of little avail. This 
enduring, then, is the happy sequel to the dismal fail- 
ure of the fleshly activities of earlier life, 

What did he endure? The king’s wrath; that was 
hard. The hatred and ridicule of the Egyptians, of the 
world; that was harder. But the hardest of all was 
to’ endure the murmuring, the jealousies, the accusa- 
tidns of God’s own people. It will ever be so. Many 
of God's leaders are called to just that, and it costs 
them dear. That word “endure” seems to sum up so 
mutch missionary work, if it is the quality so continually 
needed. “Reuben, unstable as water,” might not “ex- 
cel.” But the missionary, the native teacher who would 
finish his course with joy, will have to learn how to 
endure, And Paul’s catalogue of the afflictions of the 
Gospel, in 2 Corinthians 11, will in some measure have 
to be repeated and fulfilled in his own life. 

“How long, O Lord, how long!” will be the cry often 
rising from the heart, as the months go by, and the 
years lengthen out, and still He does not come. For, 
as. the harvest in the Solomon Islands becomes ever 
more abundant, and “the whole family of God” there 
steadily increases, so the burdens and cares and re- 
sponsibilities must ever increase; and there are so few 
to share them in the mission field. And messengers 
from Satan there are in plenty to buffet us, as his 
strongholds are successively attacked. 

_ Thus, sowing must often be “in tears” of the heart, 
which are much the most poignant, so that often, un- 
bidden, the words arise: “How long, O Lord, how 
long!” before that great and glorious day when the 
course shall be finished, the fight shall be over, .and 
the race safely run, 

‘Pray much, then, for the “Evangel,” a missionary 
ship, and for those in charge of the vessel and the 
visiting. Only those who have lived on board can 
réalize the incessant physical strain of keeping a ship 
continually in commission, going hard. What with 
bad weather, and the continual need of repairs to the 
ship and engine, on the one hand, and the long lines 
of mission stations waiting to be visited, the lonely 
missionaries. anxiously looking for the ship for mails 
and stores, voyages to the steamer for mails or cargo, 
and rush trips in case of sickness or grave troubles, 
on the other hand, the physical strain of running the 
ship is tremendous. 

‘It is most encouraging, on further examining the 
life and character of Moses, to find that he was a man 
“of like passions” as we are. Moses seemed by nature 
and temperament the least fitted for the task of lead- 
ership of God’s people, a nation notoriously perverse 
and stiff-necked. As if to reassure our fainting hearts, 
we are specially told by “Now the man Moses 

was very meek, above all ... men.” This was the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


man selected by God to stand up for him against Pha- 
raoh and against the continual murmuring of the Chil- 
dren of Israel. And so his whole leadership was a 
miracle, and just such a miracie as may be enacted 
by the grace of God through the years of service of 
our own puny lives. And the secrets of Moses’ suc- 
cess are quite simple; they are carefully recorded; they 
are within the grasp of each and all of “his own.” 

Moses’ success was “by faith.’ That must ever be 
the touchsione of success in spiritual things. Through 
all God’s dealings with men there is one unwavering 
law — “by faith,’ “by faith,” “by faith.” “Said I not 
unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest 
see,” is the Saviour’s gentle reproach to those who would 
work and walk by sight. And God’s order and ordina- 
tion in this life of faith must ever be “believe, that you 
may see; believe, that you may have.” “Let us kneel 
our way through life,” said the old saint, “for our 
knees are Heavens knockers,” is but another way of 
putting the same fact that “asking” of God is so much 
more potent than “doing” by: man, because it results in 
“doing” by God. 

Then there is the other great reassuring, steadying 
factor in Moses’ life: “By faith... he endured, as see- 
ing him who is invisible.’ Blessed paradox! Invisible, 
yet seen! And how? “His servants shall serve him, 
and they shall see his face,” is God’s order and de- 
sign. Sincere service in the Spirit will inevitably lead 
to a clearer and clearer sight of Him. How that robs 
life of its terrors and alarms! For now, though we 
may not see the yet curtained future, we can see him 
who does, and he is Keeper and Lord, so all is well. 

I remember once in Malaita rtmning into harbor in 
the “Evangel” before a tremendous storm, and as we 
rounded into the wind, to pass’ between the reefs, the 
blinding rain squall so smote the native steersman in 
the face that after a moment he turned and ran, leav- 
ing the, ship with no one at the helm, at a moment of 
great peril. And one had to jump to the wheel, and 
set his face and his teeth to look out somehow against 
the smiting tropical rain, to watch the reefs we had to 
pass between, until we were safe beyond. I believe 
that there must come, in all our lives, times of crises, 
when tremendous spiritual issues are at stake, and when 
there will have to be on our part a deliberate: setting 
of the face by faith, to go through with God. Such 
crises may not come very often in lifé, but when they 
do come they may be of most critical importance to 
our lives and future service, as still further we are 
tested, that we may be still further trusted. 

And the prize, the incentive for such service? Well, 
with him our Master it was: “Who for the joy that 
was set before him:endured the cross,” and his prize, 
his very greatest prize, was, I am sure, “I do always 
those things that please him.” I remember bringing 
home a prize of boyhood’s days; and how very much 
more precious than the gilt-embossed book was my dear 
father’s pride and pleasure in his not ‘very studious 
son. The book I never read. I still remember that 
look of love on my father’s face. 

And that will ever be the purest ambition, the most 
splendid reward, far exceeding any crowns of glory 
or other rewards God may see fit to bestow: “That 
I may know him,” and please him, and love him with 
all my heart, in-all my days. ‘God keep such a goal 
ever before our eyes, and grant us each an abundant 
entrance into glory! 





Did God Plan Sin? 


If the pian of salvation was from “before the foun- 
dation of the world” (Eph. 1:4), why was not the sin 
of the human race also in God’s plan?—A New York 
Reader. 


God’s Word answers this question for us, It shows 
us clearly that God did not plan sin, and that there 
was no sin in God’s plan. It reveals God to us as 
holy, righteous, perfect, sinless; and such a God could 
neither sin nor plan sin. “For the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and un- 
righteousness” (Rom. 1:18), therefore “Let no man 
say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for 
God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he 
any man” (Jas. 1:13). 

But God, omniscient and foreknowing all things 
from all eternity, knew that sin would come. Know- 
ing this, he took account of it in his plans, — but never 
was sin “in God’s plan.” Before ever man had sinned, 
before man was created, God had planned and pro- 
vided for man’s redemption from the sin that God 
knew man would commit. The eternal and only be- 
gotten Son of God was “the’Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world” (Rev. 13:8), and this merci- 
ful and gracious redemption-plan of God was an- 
nounced to the first man and woman immediately after 
they had sinned, even while God was pronouncing 
judgment on their sin, when he said to the serpent con- 
cerning the Seed of the woman, “It shall bruise thy 





head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen, 3:15). 
Let us praise God that he cannot sin, and cannot 
plan sim But let us also praise God that his perfect 
knowledge and love anticipated our sin, and provided 
the Way of escape by the death and resurrection of 


his Son. 
x 
Why Science Rejects the Flood 


I am reading with great interest the series of articles 
by Professor Bartoli, dealing with creation. 

I have read and reread Professor George McCready 
Price’s “New Geology,” which is one of the most in- 
structive books I ever had. 

I recently asked a scientist why the scientific investi- 
gators reject the flood of Noah, and the only reply I 
could get was that it was “too plausible” a solution, and 
could not be accepted because it would explain every: 
thing by one single, simple solution! : 

Your readers appreciate articles such as this series by 
Professor Bartoli—A New York Reader. 


The: explanations of various matters given in the 
Word of God are indeed simple and satisfying. It 
seems ‘strange to think of. their being rejected on that 
account. And it is reassuring to remember that sci- 
entists of the highest rank, like Faraday, Lord Kelvin, 
Dr. Kelly, and others who have profound respect fer 
the researches and findings of true science, and whose 
own investigations command the respect of the sci- 
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Will You Tell Your Friends About 
That Cablegram from Dr. Kyle? 








LMOST every one who reads the really sensa- 

, tional announcement of the great discovery in 
Bible lands, as given in the cablegram from Dr. Me- 
vin Grove Kyle on the first page of this issue, will 
have friends who would be exceedingly sorry to miss 
Dr. Kyle’s own full accounts of the findings discovered 
by pick and spade in the ancient Canaanitish and 
fsraelite city of Kirjath-sepher. The archeologists may 
even find actual tablets of the Pentateuch brought 
there by the Israelites when they conquered Canaan. 
If so, it would be a bombshell to the Higher Critics, 
who have been insisting that the Pentateuch was not 
written until eight or nine centuries later. 


Will you not tell any of your friends who may not 
now be taking The Sunday School Times that a Get 
Acquainted Subscription of Ten Weeks, at 25 cents, 
will secure articles by Dr. Kyle, the Times’ Archeo- 
logical Editor, written on the field in the midst of 
these epoch-making researches ? Subscriptions should 
mention the Kyle Series, and be sent immediately to 
The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 








entific world, nevertheless have a still more profound 
respect for the Word of God, and accept it unquestion- 
ingly, even when -it offers plausible, simpie solutions of 
large questions. 5 

The series of articles by Giorgio Bartoli (who is 
one of the outstanding scientific men of Italy), as re- 
cently concluded in these columns, have been brought 
together in book form with a large amount of other 
material that was not included in the series, and the 
volume is one of the most valuable contributions te 
“the faith once for all delivered” that has appeared 
in this troubled day of Modernism, evolution, and gen- 
eral unbelief. 
chemistry, geology, physics, and kindred branches of 
science in prominent universities of Europe and Asia; 
just now, as a mining engineer, he is in charge of 
extensive mining interests in Sardinia. ‘So he can write 
with authority concerning scientific matters, while at 


the same time his prolonged study of the Bible has . 


satisfied him that it is wholly God’s Word, without 


error, as accurate in matters’of science and history as : 


in spiritual truth. , sy 
The ‘following, from his book, is a significant com- 
ment from a scientist: 


Geology is hardly a science at all. It tries empiri- 
cally to say something about the formation of the 
earth’s crust, but sound reasoning and the certain data 
from experiments forbid us to lay down any theory as 
certain and definite. Geology is a science in the mak- 
ing, a science of the future, not certainly a science to- 
day. Its three principal theories as to the origin of 
rocks, plutonism, neptunism, and vulcanism, have ended 
in skepticism. Theories follow one another in quick suc- 
cession and satisfy no one. Nota day passes that does 
not see new hypotheses, new schemes, new plans, new 
tabulated results, as to the formation of the earth; in 
reality there is a Babel of tongues and nothing more. 
If any reader doubts this assertion, let him consult 
books on geology and he will undeceive himself. 

Must we wonder at all this. By no means. Geologists 
have undertaken an impossible task! Looking upon an 
immense globe of ruins and broken fragments, they 
want to tell us how the first fabric of the earth rose 
and came into being. A vain labor, a useless effort! 
They will never succeed in their endeavors. If, however, 
laying aside their preconceived ideas of evolution, they 
accept the Bible’s account of the reconstruction of 
the earth, they will have light in the darkness by which 
they .are surrounded. The. internal structure of the 
earth will not appear, then, as mysterious as now. 


The Sunday School Times counts it an exceptional 
privilege to have been permitted to give to the Chris- 
tian public two such series and volumes, within the 
past year, as Dr. Kelly’s and Dr. Bartoli’s. These books 
are of*peculiar value today, and the Times hopes that 
its readers will pass them on to college students, pro- 
féssors, ministers, and others who are troubled or mis- 
ed by the popular theories that turn people away from 
the Word of God Both books may be had from 
beoksellers or from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, Dr. Kelly’s being entitled, “A Scientific Man 
and the Bible” ($1.25, postage 10 cents); Dr. Bartoli’s 
book is “The Biblical Story of Creation in the Light 
of the Recently Discovered Babylonian Documents” 
($1.25, postage 10 cents). 





Dr. Bartoli, as readers know, has taught ° 
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When Sunday School Leaders Met in the Southland 


More than two hundred specialists address the first Convention of the International Council of Religious Education 














RACE is graciousness,” declared one of the 
speakers at the International Sunday School 
Convention, which recently concluded a 
crowded week of activity in the “Magic City” of Bir- 
mingham, Ala. Whether or not they are exactly the 
same, certainly both grace and graciousness were shown 
in’ abundant measure by the hospitable Christians of 
the community, all the way from obliging those witty 
delegates who demanded “Southern exposure” (that 
was easy) to sweetening the cantankerous lady who de- 
manded (and got) three changes of hostess! 

Delegates soon learned of the phenomenal grdéwth 
in population, business, and industry of this “Pitts- 
burgh of the South’; one saw its skyscrapers, — 
four at a single street intersection, known as “the 
heaviest corner in the world,’— and one became 
quickly aware of its world-famed steel’ and iron mills, 
with the blast furnaces lighting up the evening skies 
with gigantic flares. And the automobile ride ten- 
dered to all the delegates afforded a delightful view 
of the country and mountainside, as well-as a visit 
to some of the wonderfully equipped church buildings, 
of which there are 188 for white, and 159 for colored 
congregations. One was amazed to hear that back 
of these buildings there lay increases in one generation 
of 363 percent in church membership, 502 percent in 
Sunday-school enrollment, and 975 percent in contri- 
butions. 

Birmingham is, however, still a young city, and it 
was no mean task to take care of the host of delegates 
who descended upon it. The registration numbered 
over 5,100—not as large a total as at Kansas City 
four years ago, but a record in the number of out-of- 
town delegates. Yet guests uniformly found a lavish 
hospitality, a spirit of “nothing is too good for you,” 
and there was a Southern flavor and mellowness about 
it that cheered the heart. : 


A Business of Twenty Million Customers 


‘Sunday-school work in the United States and Can- 
ada has grown to an extent that is-stupendous, and its 
magnitude is fully reflected in the scope and activities 
of the Convention. One was quite bewildered by the 
array of over two hundred specialists who had come 
particularly to speak at this Convention. As many 
of the addresses were given simultaneously and in dif- 
ferent churches it was possible for anyone to take in 
only a small part of the Convention, but each delegate 
could “sample” what was most helpful to him. 

Birmingham newspapers fully appreciated the im- 
portance of the Convention. The publisher of the 
Birmingham News guaranteed the expenses, and this 
paper and the Age-Herald published a total of over 
fifteen hundred inches of small type, the equivalent of 
three sixteen-page issues of The Sunday School Times 
packed solid. . 

As for the. Sunday-school organization itself, its 
vast extent is graphically portrayed by W. Fred Long, 
veteran Secretary of the Mississippi Sunday School 
Association, in these words: 


“Mr. Hugh S. Magill, the General Secretary, is at 
the head of a growing business firm of twenty million 
customers! -He deals in a commodity the value of 
which is never questioned — ‘Christian character.’ He 
has’ a branch office in every state and province of 
North America, including Cuba, the West Indies, and 
Hawaii. __ 

“This firm employs over three hundred paid workers 
on full time, and commands the services of almost 
three hundred thousand volunteer workers with no 
other remuneration than that of rendering a service 
to humanity. These branch offices deal with 2,542 
county stations, each with its official staff, and these 
units have direct communication with the public through 
about 180,000 retail establishments (‘Sunday-schools) 
with a corps of more than 1,700,000 efficient helpers, 
meeting weekly or oftener, and holding efficiency con- 
veritions at the rate of more than 1,600 a month!” 


Russell Colgate, of New York, was elected Presi- 
dent of the International Council of Religious Educa- 
tion for the next four years, taking the place of Presi- 
dent Thompson, of Ohio State University. “Colgate’s 
soap will now take the place of Heinz pickles,” said 
the chairman, Vice-Presidents are Guy E. Snavely 
of Birmingham, William Hamilton_of Toronto, and 
David C. Bayless of Denver; the Treasurer is J. L. 
Kraft, head of the Kraft Cheese Company, Chicago. 
Prominent among the members of the executive com- 
mittee and the board of trustees are Walter S. Athearn, 
Edward Bok (Philadelphia), Hugh R. Monro, W. G. 
Landes, H. McAfee Robinson, and W. C, Pearce. 
Robert M. Hopkins of Chicago remains Chairman 
of the Executive Committee. 

Hugh S. Magill was re-elected General Secretary of 
the organization, and nominated his staff of assistants 
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“Building Together a Christian Citizenship” was 
the theme of the quadrennial Convention of the 
International Council of Religious Education, 
which met in Birmingham, Alabama, April 12 to 
19. The Conventien was significant in that it 
was the first held since the merger of thirty-five 
Protestant denominational agencies and the for- 
mer International Sunday School Association. 
Glimpses of the wide scope and many-sided ac- 
tivities of the Convention, as well as a careful 
study of its spiritual values, are here given. 








as follows: Business manager, Ray S. Erlandson; 
editor, W, Edward Raffety; director of leadership 
training, H. Shelton Smith; director of young people’s 
work, P. R. Hayward; director of research and serv- 
ice, Paul H. Vieth; director of vacation church schools, 
Thomas S. Evans; director of organization and pro- 
motion, Robert Davids; acting director of children’s 
work, Sophie A. Theilgaard. With a few exceptions, 
these new leaders are still young people 

Interesting details were brought out in the individual 
reports of the staff. Mr. Erlandson, for. example, re- 
vealed the fact that the organization now has an en- 
dowment fund of almost one hundred thousand dollars, 
and an annual budget of a quarter of a million dol- 
lars. Of the three sources through which this money 
was raised it was stated that contributions through the 
co-operating denominations were slowly increasing, the 
various state associations had not been able to en- 
large their share as expected, and expansion was pos- 
sible principally through the special support of a group 
of laymen, prominent among whom was John D. 
Rockefeller, Jr. 

The director of leadership training reported that 
there were, in 1925, two hundred standard training 
schools, an increase of one hundred over the preced- 
ing year, and a like increase was expected for 1926, 
with probably twenty thousand credit units-awarded. 

The Daily Vacation Bible School movement has 
now been completely merged with the International 
Council of Religious Education and is henceforth 
to be -an integral part of its activities. There are 
about eleven thousand of these schools in the United 
States, with one million boys and girls in attendance 
during the summer, 

Walter A. Squires provided a survey of the work 
of the church week day schools, revealing that such 
schools are now in operation in at least forty states 
and the District of Columbia, more than half of them 
in session during hours when the pupils are released 
from the public schools particularly for this purpose. 
Over 1,500 communities now have about 2,500 of these 
schools, with an enrollment of about 300,000. ~Kan- 
sas City and Dayton, Ohio, lead in this movement, with 
an enrollment of over 10,000 pupils each. These 
schools are of various types and are controlled by in- 
dividual churches, by denominations, or are interde- 
nominational. ; 

No important changes were announced in the work 
of the Lesson Committee except that a sub-committee 
is engaged in developing an integrated curriculum for 
the church school, including the Sunday, Vacation, and 
week day sessions, 


The New Co-operative Program Runs Smoothly 

The merger between the denominational agencies 
and the old International Sunday School Association, 
ratified at the Kansas City Convention, was reported 
to have been perfected, and all the details in the ex- 
panding co-operative program “running smoothly.” 

No discussion was heard, in the public meetings, of 
the Executive Committee’s retention of the name In- 
ternational Council of Religious Education, against 
the definitely expressed wish and overwhelming vote 
of the last Convention for the use of the term Christian 
Education. 

Closer relations were established with the Religious 
Education Council of Canada, making it, with the ex- 
ception of some special financial and membership pro- 
visions, a virtual part of the International Council. 

The next International Convention will be held in 
1930 in Toronto, the claims of this city winning over 
those of Cleveland, its nearest contender, Detroit, Port- 
land, Ore., and Louisville. 

President Coolidge was to have delivered an address, 
but was unable to be present; in his place came Pat 
Neff, former Governor of Texas, who made an im- 
passioned plea for the support of the dry forces of 


merica. 

The “Methods” side of the Convention was pre- 
sented in a-series of strong and multiform programs, 
the children’s work conferences on three afternoons 

«being particularly varied. For example, on Wednes- 


day afternoon, this division—only one of sixteen’ di- 
visions meeting simultaneously — gave opportunity for 
teachers to join any one of the following ten two- 
hour discussion groups, taking up such diversified sub- 
jects as Parent-Teacher Co-operation, Missionary Ed- 
ucation, Motion Pictures, Training Children in Wor- 
ship, Applying the Project Principles, Pictures, Play, 
Problems of the Supervisor, Relationships between 
Sunday, Week Day and Vacation Church Schools, and 
Professional Leadership in Elementary Education, The 
next day the groups were changed completely about, 
with discussions for the Cradle Roll, the Nursery 
Class, Beginners Superintendents, Primary Superin- 
tendents, Primary Teachers, Junior Superintendents, 
and Junior Teachers. 

This division also tendered a notable automobile 
tour to a thousand or more of the delegates, taking 
them to seven of the most modern church plants, sand- 
wiching this in from noon to two o’clock between ses-. 
sions. A rather strenuous Convention! Wall slots 
with spring doors making it unnecessary for secre- 
taries and others distributing supplies to disturb classes, 
superintendents’ offices with bell control from each 
classroom like those on elevators, roof gardens with 
provisions for basketball and skating, a men’s class 
with an attractive, well-paid, and full-time young lady 
secretary, were among some of the most up-to-date 
devices — good and otherwise—for increasing Sun- 
day-school efficiency. 

The division of “Fine Arts in Religion,” under the 
direction of H. Augustine Smith of Boston University, 
had an ambitious program, taking up such varied sub- 
jects as Hymn Interpretation, Vestments, Pictures, 
Worship and Ritual, Drama and Pageantry, and Cos- 
tuming, and often leading far afield and away from 
the true objects of Christian education to pastures 
dangerously worldly. 


What Is the Spiritual Import? 

The Convention Services of Worship and Selected 
Hymns, bound in the official program, were prepared 
by Professor Smith, and showed the same and other 
dangerous tendencies, while including some very true, 
precious hymns. “Just as I am,” and “My faith looks 
up to thee,” were bound in with orders of service 
speaking of Brother Sun, Sister Moon,-Mother Earth, 
Brother Fire, and so on. In the “Commemoration 
Service” appeared this Song of the Sioux Indians, 
“The Land of the Evening Mirage”: 


“There’s a beautiful Island away in the West, 
It’s the land of the evening mirage; 

And the stars and the spirits of dead men have rest. 
In the land of the evening mirage.” 


That surely is paganism! 

It is significant that a notably liberal publisiung 
house paid the expenses of printing the official pro- 
gram, and the only advertising contained in it con- 
sisted of the announcements of this firm, emphasizing 
such books as “Why I Am a Spiritual Vagabond” (by 
Thomas L. Masson, humorist), “Costuming a Play,’ the 
inter-theater Arts Handbook, “The Hymnal for Amer- 
ican Youth,” well known for its liberal features, and 
books by such well-known liberals as B. W. Bacon 
and Charles R. Brown of Yale. The hymnal was ad- 
vertised as “the only hymnal for church schools that 
is recommended by the International Council of Re- 
ligious Education,” a regrettable indication of the posi- 
tion of that body. 

What shall be said of the spiritual import of the 
Convention ? 

The Conservative character of the South seemed to 
have a decided bearing in giving an evangelical tone 
to the meetings. There was no lack of inspirational 
addresses, and often the fervor and earnestness of 
speakers warmed the heart and brought a quick re- 
sponse from the audience. And there seemed to be 
a realization that greater stréss should be laid on the 
spiritual side of the Sunday-school enterprise, as con- 
trasted with the “methods” side, although, as stated 
above, there was the usual abundance of help and. in- 
formation on up-to-date methodsy efficiency devices, 
and so on. However, in view of the well-known posi- 
tion of leading members of the International Coun- 
cil, it is evident that their emphasis on the “spir- 
itual” is not always based on such verities of 
the faith as the infallible Word, the lost condition 
of all men by nature, the necessity of the new birth, 
and salvation only by the shed blood of Christ as our 
Substitute and Saviour. In view of this, many of the 
speakers’ utterances that seem, on the surface, all that 
could be desired are found to be lacking in vital 
Scriptural meaning, : 

Thus in an address on “The Spiritualizing of Public 
Education,” Miss Mary McSkimmon, President of the 
National Education Association, said: “Education 
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and life are not complete without religion, and educa- 
tion wiil be futile unless there comes also a vital re- 
lationship to God.” But the same speaker defined 
the Christian religion, in the words of MHarnack, 
as “eternal life in the midst of time, by the strength 
and under the eyes of God,” and this is typically 
inadequate. There is an evident recognition of the fact 
that the child needs something beyond secular instruc- 
tion, but what too often is not realized is the unpleas- 
ant fact of sin in the heart, and the need of the aton- 
ing work of a divine Redeemer. 

The list of speakers and leaders revealed a great 
preponderance of liberals, yet there was a noticeable 
avoidance of controversial fopics and of liberai utter- 
ances. It was apparent that speakers did not all hold 
the same positions, and sometimes different. pronounce- 
ments were made on vital topics. The clear note of 
intelligent evangelism, though sometimes heard in the 
group discussions, was seldom sounded by the leaders, 
and even when it seemed to be, other utterances by 
the same leaders showed that the evangelical terms they 
used had other meanings than those commonly under- 
stood. 

Said President Thompson: “Two great objectives 
lie before us. The one, the evangelization of our 
generation by winning the rising generation to an in- 
telligent confession of. the Lord Jesus Christ. . .. 
There should never be a doubtful interpretation pos- 
sible on this great issue. . , . The other definite objec- 
tive is not simply the removal of spiritual illiteracy, but 
the development of a spiritual intelligence carrying 
with it a knowledge of. Holy Scripture, both in its 
religious and moral aspects, and of building up in the 
hearts and minds of the youth of the land a living 
faith in our Christian heritage . ..” 

This is refreshing, but is hard to reconcile with an 
interview, widely reported by the Birmingham news- 
papers, in which Dr. Thompson termed the laws legis- 
lating against the teaching of evolution as “unwise” 
and stated that “man should be allowed liberty so that 
he may find his responsibilities.’ How can one ad- 
vocate both evangelism and evolution, when the tearing 
down of the one by the other is seen on every hand? 

There was a significant address on “The Evangel- 
istic Opportunity. in Young People,” by Miss Cynthia 
Pearl Maus, ung People’s Superintendent of the 
United Christian Missionary Society of St. Louis. 
The supreme work of youth Miss Maus described as 
being the formation of individual personal character. 
Youth discovers what life is. The steps in the spiritual 
development of youth are individualization, illumin- 
ation, and readjustment. The evangelization of youth 
must always be educational. Salvation is the complete 
fitting and adjusting of the soul to the things about 
it. The saved soul is the soul that realizes its full 
measure of personal effectiveness. The main idea here 
seems to be the securing of a perfect adjustment to 
one’s surroundings to render the most effective serv- 
ice. And this is very different from the New Testa- 
ment teaching on the new birth, and the separation of 
the child of. God from this present world which wholly 
“lieth in the evil one” (1 John 5:19). 

It was difficult to find a clear definition of what the 
leaders meant by “religious education.” “Every yéar 
sees those of us who care most for the education of 
America’s children changing our conceptions little by 
little until we are compelled to change the definition 
almost from year to year,” said Miss McSkimmon. 
Professor Luther A. Weigle of Yale identified religion 
and education in many ways. “Education and religion 
belong together,” said he; “education needs religion 
... religion needs education. ... Education is naturally 
religious and religion lies properly at the heart of edu- 
cation. ... They have a common end and purpose... . 
They seek to promote the development of persons, and 
are concerned with the discovery and perpetuation of 
the highest human values. Education has reference 
to the human conditions, religion to the divine cre- 
ative will, which makes possible the fulfilment of 
Jesus’ purpose, ‘I am come that they. may have life 
and may have it abundantly” A religious experience 
which is out of relation to one’s education does not 
hold the same promise Of permanence and fruitfulness 
as one which 1s rooted in the expanding powers and 
changing experiences of the passing years. Anda re- 
ligion which is based on habit and custom merely, 
without foundation in intelligence, is in peril of every 
wind of circumstance, and condemns itself, at best, to 
ignorance; and too often to superstition.” 

There is truth, of course, in some of these state- 
ments, —if there were not they would not be so mis- 
leading, — but there is also fundamental error here, 
and failure to recogmize the sharp lines set forth in 
the Bible between the natural and the supernatural, 
God and man, sin and righteousness. The natural 
man can be highly educated, but he never can be edu- 
cated into salvation or righteousness. Nor is it true 
that “education is naturally religious,” if we mean 
true religion, or union with God through Christ’s shed 
blood and bodily resurrection, which is the only way 
of access to God. 

Unusua‘: attention was devoted to the activities and 
problems of young people. A whole day was set apart 
as Young People’s Day, when there were addresses by 
leaders of young people on such topics as “The Call 
of America to Her Young People,” and “Youth’s 
Challenge to the Church”; a young man and young 
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woman also spoke to the cenvention on “What the 
Church May Expect of Young People” and “What the 
Young People Expect of the Church.” On three aft- 
ernoons there were departmental conferences for 
workers with young people, taking up such topics as 
“What the Church Thinks of Youth Today,’ “The 
Interpretation of Christianity to the Youth of Today,” 
“The Responsibility of High Schools and Colleges for 
Interpreting Christianity to Youth,” “Making the Church 
Program for Young People Adequate for Present Day 
Needs,” and “Training Youth for Christian Service” 
The departmental conferences likewise included talks 
on “Youth as It Realiy Is,” presented by a high school 
boy, a high school girl, and a college student. 

Simultaneously with the closing meetings of the 
Council there was also held under its auspices and 
direction a special three days “Congress of Youth” 
with. almost a thousand young people in attendance. 
The general theme of this conference was “Youth and 
Christian Citizenship,” and this was studied in the 
general meetings and in five discussion groups with 
particular relation to the church, the home, social prob- 
lems, the races, and the nations. P. R. Hayward and 
Robert Davids of the staff of the International Coun- 
cil were in charge of this conference, and leading 
speakers and counselors for the respective discussion 
groups were Stanley High, Assistant Secretary of 
the Board of Foreign Missions of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church; Mrs. Grace Sloan Overton, instructor 
in Pageantry and Dramatics of the Chicago Training 
School; Professor E. D. Soper, Dean of ,the School 
of Religion of Duke University; Will W. Alexander, 
Director of the Commission on Interracial Co-opera- 
tion, and Harry N. Holmes, Field Secretary of the 
World Alliance for International Friendship through 
the Churches. 

While the addresses and discussions were stimulat- 
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ing im many ways, and it was an inspiring sight to see 
such a large group of serious-minded young people 
from all over the land thoughtfully considering the 
problems of belief and conduct that are troubling 
young peeple everywhere today, it. was sad to see in 
the leaders and in a wide response from the young 
people the same tendencies of self-help and advance- 
ment, social service, “making the world a better place 
to live in,” going along in paths of. righteousness “un- 
der the leadership of Jesus Christ,” with an emphasiz- 
ing of conduct and a minimizing of principles and be- 
lief, and with but little realization of the fact that no 
good can come from our own efforts nor can we be 
like Jesus unless we have first recognized that we are 
not like Jesus and never can be until we have been 
saved through His perfect redemption. 

The great. modern system represented by the Inier- 
national Council of Religious Education is doing a 
vast work of specialized organization, and is concen- 
trating on methods of external efficiency: Its leader- 
ship is chiefly Modernistic, and not representative of 
the great multitude of Sunday-school workers and min- 
isters:and laymen who hold to the inerrancy of the 
Scriptures and all the other basic doctrines that are 
necessarily included in this. The International Council 
undoubtedly includes many Conservatives in its mem- 
bership, but their influence in the organization is evi- 
dently secondary. It includes many others who are 
earnestly and sincerely trying to work out a solution 
of the staggering problems confronting the youth of 
today, and the schools and colleges and churches, but 
who have been sadly misled by the popular present-day 
teachings of Modernism (which questions or denies 
parts of God’s Word), and Evolution, and a sociology 
and a psychology that are in conflict with God’s Word, 
sn’ Gospel, and God’s plans for the Church and the 
world, 











Getting Ready to Dig at “Booktown” 


While preparations are being completed, the archeologist visits Gethsemane 
By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D., Rresdent, of, Xenia. Theological Seminary, and 

















Editor’s Note.—Since this article by Dr. Kyle was written, 


a cablegram announcing the great discoveries at Kirjath-- 


sepher has been received by The Sunday School Times, and 
is given on the first page of this issue. Joshua 15 : 13-19, 
which the cablegram says is corroborated by this new excava- 
tion, should be ; laced alongside the details announced in the 
cablegram : ' 

And unto Caleb the h he gave pert ene the child: 
of Judah. pen panel Dole: of roy ord to ym a poo ‘the 
city of Arba the p fd of Anak, which city is Hebron. . . 

And he went up thence to the inhabitants of Debir: and the name of 
Debir before was Kipteth cooker. 

And Caleb said, He that smiteth Kirjath-sepher, and taketh it, to him 
will I give Achsah my daughter to wife. 

And Othniel, the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it: and he 
gave him Achsah his daughter to wife. 

And it came to pane, as she came unto him, that she moved him to ask 
of her father a field: and she lighted off her ass ; and Caleb said unto her, 
W hat wouldest thou ? 

Who answered, Give me a blessing ; for thou hast given me a south land ; 
give me also springs of water. And ke gave her the upper springs, and the 
nether springs. 

Early issues of the Times will give Dr. Kyle’s detailed ac- 
count of this discovery, which is of such profound significance 
to Bible students throughout the world. 


LANS, plans, plans; the days are full of them. 

Plans in the Orient move slewly. I am not un- 

mindful of the tragic fate of the man who “tried 
to hustle the East.” So, patience! 

At the very outset was a telegram of greeting and 
good news from Dr. Albright, Director of the Amer- 
ican School of Oriental Research at Jerusalem. It 
was sent to me on the Mauretania at Haifa. It was 
actually delivered to me yesterday in Jerusalem after 
I had seen Dr. Albright and received his greetings in 
person. Such is life here. The telegram itself was 
informing and cheering, though belated in delivery. 
It read, “Expecting you— mound omne permit granted 
— negotiations begun.” This means that unrestricted 
permission for excavation of the whole site chosen has 
been given by the Department of Antiquities of the 
Palestine government, and that negotiations with the 
owners of the land are under way. 

In addition to these business arrangements, the site 
has been visited by Professor Fisher, superintendent 
of all excavations by Americans, and most enthusias- 
tically approved by him as one of the most promising 
tells for excavations in all Palestine. It is small, 
compact, with walls clearly showing all the way 
around, and remains of structures actually sticking 
out of the ground inviting examination, and the gate- 
way conspicuously standing out to welcome investi- 
gators. This is most encouraging at the outset, as 
it assures us some immediate results without having to 
wait until mountains of débris are removed. We will 
soon be on the ground to describe things at first hand, 
so. I will not anticipate now more than to pass along 
the line the good cheer that has come to us. 

Important messages awaited my coming. I had 
known of the meeting of the Archeological Congress 





of the World in Palestine and Syria this spring, but 
had not especially noticed the dates, taking account 
only of the fact that it would be during my stay in 
the Holy Land and that I would probably have soime 
opportunities in connection with the meetings. It. is 
a gathering of archeologists from all over the world 
and meets but once in several years—if war does 
not prevent. This year it was arranged to meet in 
the Holy Land. There will be official receptions, de- 
lightful meetings with old friends, and the making 
of many new friends, and some addresses by distin- 
guished men. Most of the time will be taken up with 
the visiting of interesting sites, —new to many of the 
delegates from far distant places. Then there will 
be excursions far and wide in Palestine and Syria, 
though that to Damascus has been made impossible 
by the troubles with the Druses. Most of the places 
to be visited I have seen, some of them many times. 
However, one supplementary excursion interests me 
very much,—an excursion to Jerash, Medeba, and 
Petra, all in Transjordania, ancient Moab, and Edom. 
This particular excursion occurs just at the harvest 
time in the neighborhood of Kirjath-sepher, when it 
will hardly be possible to carry on the work at the 
excavations, as all the people, from whom we must 
draw our workmen, will be busy gathering the harvest. 
So-I will probabiy make the journey to Petra and 
write for the Times an account of that weird moun- 
tain fastness, the strange hidden metropolis of a for- 
gotten civilization. 

A delightful surprise awaited me among the mes- 
sages at my coming. Letters from America informed 
me of appointment as an official delegate to the 
Archeological’ Congress as one of the representatives 
of the Archeological Institute of America, and also 
ore of those to represent the American Oriental So- 
ciety. TI will thus have most favorable opportunity for 
interesting events and information of which I shall 
later tell. 

In the meantime, while we wait for the rains to 
cease, and for these good things to come to pass, two 
things occupy all my time and interest. Every pil- 
grim to the Holy Land for the first time has all the 
thrill and blessing of novelty. He feels as though he 
were walking right into the New Testament in the 
very footsteps of the Master, and then through the 
New Testament, as through a vestibule, into the Old 
Testament, and so actually living in all Bible times. 
He has a-new and blessed thrill at every turn. Blessed 
are the first-timers! Alas, the first time is never but 
once. The thrill of novelty in any experience cannot 
be repeated. But it is nevertheless most important not 
to become callous to surroundings. If one who comes 
again and again does not make careful provision 
against sacred things becoming commonplace, his soul 
will soon be as inured to the thrill of sacredness as his 
feet to the rough stone pavements of the streets. Our 
souls must be kept sensitive. Let us leave Western 
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rushing ways behind and walk slowly enough at times to 
be in a meditative mood and “think on these things.” 
As every Bible student finds it necessary to read the 
Bible devotionally in addition to his careful analytical 
and critical study, so the student and explorer here in 
this land of the Bible has imperative need to go espe- 
cially to the places of sacred suggestiveness for no 
other purpose than prayerful meditation and fellow- 
ship with holy men and events of the past. 

So I went this afternoon to the northeastern cor- 
ner of the city wall, and then down the hill by the 
east wall, by the way of the walk from the “upper 
room” to Gethsemane, over the old bridge across the 
Kedron to the little enclosure with its slender cypress 
trees whose green fingers point the world to God. 
went to visit once again the Garden of Gethsemane. 
Since I visited it five years ago, great changes have 
been made in the Garden, and a great and interesting 
church erected, 7 im the Garden itself.. This, of 
course, has reduced the extent of the Garden and in 
some measure taken away its blessing of seclusion. 
Two years ago, when I was in Jerusalem, I did not 
visit the Garden at all, fearing that the turmoil of 
buildiig operations would utterly destroy its sacred 
preciousness. However, this year when I entered the 
Garden I was agreeably surprised and pleased with 
the changes made. I had feared that the beds of. old 
English garden flowers, and the sweet simplicity of 
its suggestiveness, so appropriate and so helpful to 
devotion would be so much diminished as to be most 
disappointing to one who knew the Garden as it was. 
But I found that the church building now nearing 
completion had left a goodly portion of the Garden, 
and the flower beds are being! restored, while the build- 
ing itself has added an interest of its own. Some of 
the old mosaic floor of~Queen Helena’s Church was 
found and the new mosaic made to conform to it. 
Some very passable paintings also are back of the 
altar; in the center the prayer in the Garden, on the 
left the betrayal, and on the — the soldiers falling 
to the ground in amazement. They are modern paint- 
ings, but of rather considerable merit. 

The beauties of the Garden were much disturbed by 
the building operations, and then last year was a very 
dry year,—so dry that water for the city had to be 
brought by train. Naturally little could be spared 
for gardens. Now, however, the beds have been re- 
arranged and planted in part, and already some beau- 
tiful flowérs are blooming. The monk in charge al- 
lows visitors to pluck some as mementos. 

I have known this monk for thirty-three years here 
at Gethsemane, and his unfailing gentle courtesy is 
always a pleasure. A gentleman from Pittsburgh was 
delighted and greatly surprised that a Roman Catholic 
would allow so much to a Protestant visitor. No 
such discrimination is made here. The hospices are 
open to all comers whenever there is “room in the inn.” 
For one-third of a century this monk from Brazil has 
been extending unfailing kindness to hundreds of thou- 
sands of pilgrims of many faiths from all over the 
world. 

While I tarry in Jerusalem until time to start for. 
Kirjath-sepher, I am also deep in archeological 
lore at the. Museum of the American and British 
Schools. I am makjng a rather intense study of the 
pottery of Palestine. “Well, of all things dry and 
dusty,” some one will say. To the average reader of 
Biblical things the chatter about old potsherds is to the 
last degree wearisome, and mysterious besides. ut 
when one perceives the significance of these plebeian 
relics of a bygone civilization, such old fragments be- 
come most fascinating, History is written on them 
and told by them. 

I wonder if I can so illustrate that idea as to illumi- 
nate it. A good many years ago I had the pleasure 
of visiting Huis ten Bosch, the Palace in the Woods, 
at the Hague, Holland. It is a quaint and exquisite 
old palace full of treasures, a veritable museum that 
displays some very interesting history of a compara- 
tively modern world. Among the treasures there dis- 
played are the richest and most remarkable Chinese 
fabrics and ~bric-a-brac. Why these? They were 
presented to the Dutch traders on their early visits 
to the closed Celestial Empire.. They signalize the 
beginning of the Dutch far-eastern trade. Chinese 
things are now so familiar in the eyes of the Occidental 
world that they excite no comment, but these mark 
the historical period when Chinese things were first 
brought to the Western world and followed by the de- 
velopment of the great China industry of modern Eu- 
rope and America. The presence of these things at 
the Hague is to mark thus an epoch in history. 

So it is here in this Museum at Jerusalém in two 
little cases among a number of others. In these cases 
are, not delicate, fragile Chinese cups and saucers, 
but, instead, rather coarse but useful articles of Pal- 
estinian ware of the Late Bronze Age from about 1300 
B. G onward for some centuries. These are in one 
case. In another case along side of this is arranged 
another collection of articles which, piece by piece, 
correspond in materials and design and coloring to these 
pieces of Palestine. -This latter collection is entirely 
from Cyprus and Crete and represents the Minoan 
civilization. These Palestinian things, which belong to 
the time of the Conquest, are thus entirely Cretan in 
design and materials. The Cretan articles show whence 
the Palestinian pottery was derived. They represent 
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an -historical invasion of Palestine at a time when 
these sea people came and overwhelmed the old civil- 
ization and left a new in its place,—the Philistine arts 
and crafts of that age. The Israelites had lost their 
arts and crafts in the wilderness life of forty years 
in which there was no..opportunity for apprentices to 
learn, and two generations grew up untrained as all 
the old Egyptian trained generation died off. Thus, in 
the providence of God, these Philistine teachers were 
here to instruct the Israelites in arts and crafts of a 
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settled life. From this time onward the Israelite pot- 
tery is of this Philistine type. 

It is this very Philistine pottery of Cretan character, 
the ongpeg of the late Bronze Age, which we must 
expect at Kirjath-sepher. As the old prophet was to'd 
to take a potsherd and write upon it, so here in Pale-- 
tine today, as in the Chinese articles at Huis ten Boscn, 
history is written in potsherds. To those who can read, 
the old broken pots become very interesting, 

JERUSALEM. 
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Leading College Students Into Living Faith 


A Student Conference that presents God’s only 
remedy for the world’s great need 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 














The Student Conference, about which Mr. McQuilkin 


tells in this article, will be held at America’s Keswick, 


Keswick, New Jersey, June 26 to July 2. Board and room for the Conference period, Saturday supper until 

the following Saturday breakfast is $15, and the registration fee is $3, in addition. Application, accompanied 

by registration fee, should be sent to the Victorious Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 


ANY conflicting voices are heard in the vital 

and interesting discussions concerning the wel- 

fare of our college students. But whatever 
view be taken of the real spiritual condition of our 
young people today, there can be no question that col- 
lege students and young people in general have taken 
a place in world affairs, whether for woe or weal, that 
they have never had before. They hold the center of 
the stage in this “new age.” 

The upheaval in China is in the forefront of the 
world’s news, and it is the student class there that is 
at the heart of the new movements. The Bolshevistic 
propaganda in China finds fertile soil among the stu- 
dents with their intense nationalistic spirit, and their 
eager desire to solve the problems of their country by 
the way of the new learning. The violent stand of these 
student organizations against Christianity, viewed as 
the greatest enemy of their program, is one of the 
disturbing elements of the situation. 

The radical and Bolshevistic teachings in our own 
land, seeking to overthrow every vestige of the Chris- 
tian faith, make their chief appeal to the student world. 
In its extreme expression now this movement is seek- 
ing to establish societies for atheism in colleges 
throughout the land. 

Students everywhere are clamoring to be heard on 
the great issues of life, and their clamor is heeded. 
In student conventions responsibility is being thrown 


- upon the students themselves, both in management and 


in voicing the findings of the convention. One of 
the conspicuous features of the great- Sunday School 
Convention at Birmingham in April was “The Con- 
gress of Youth,” and the findings of that Congress 
were the expression of the students themselves. There 
and in many other conventions much has been heard 
of “Youth’s challenge to the Church.” 

How shall we read these signs of the times? Are 
they encouraging or otherwise? There is no question 
that “religion” has forged to the front as a vital mat- 
ter in the student world. What ing does this have 
on the question as to whether students are being brought 
into vital, saving union with Christ? 

In a typical Southern university of fifteen hundred 
students (not a denominational institution), there are 
about twenty-five students who are not members of 
any church. The head of the religious work in that 
university estimates that there are about a hundred 
students who can be counted on as having a vital in- 
terest in Christian truth and activities. He would judge 
that about fifty percent of the church members are 
“rather decent Christians,” but he added the significant 
statement that the proportion was about the same as 
in the average church, In his own church, one of the 
more active in evangelistic work, he judged that not 
more than half were saved; and that church has about 
the same number as the enrollment of the university. 
After all, the university or college life is likely to be 
a reflection of the general world situation about it, 
translated into terms of student life. 

In a typical Northern university of several thous- 
and students, where the proportion of church members 
would be very much less than in the Southern institu- 
tion, a teacher of pronounced spiritual life and funda- 
mentalist views recently stated to a friend that the 
articles that appeared some years ago in The Sunday 
School Times on the paganism in American universities 
exactly described the situation in his university. Yet 
there are large numbers of students in that university 
who are hungry for God,-and many others who are 
wholly ignorant of the real message of salvation. 
One of the pathetic tragedies in church and college 
today is the vast and rapidly increasing number of 
unsaved church members; yet it is a great opportunity 
as well as a tragedy, bees a 

With the thought of helping in the most direct way 
to lead college students into a vital, personal relation- 
slp with Christ, and with a clear view of the real 


spiritual needs of men, a Student Conference on- the 
Christian life, to meet June 26 to July 2, has been 
planned as the first of the conferences of this summer 
at America’s Keswick. From first to last the program 
will seek to get at the heart of the sage spiritual 
need of the student, and equip him for leadership in 
winning others to Christ. 4 

Dr. Howard A. Kelly of Baltimore will be on the 
program for the opening two days, giving his personal 
testimony and his messages on a scientific man’s re- 
lation to Christ and the Bible. Mr. Robert P. Wilder, 
one of the world’s great student leaders, founder and 
General Secretary of the Student Volunteer Movement, 
will bring several messages. Charles G. Trumbull, Edi- 
tor of The Sunday School Times, will preside at the 
Conference, and will conduct a period each morning 
on personal Christian life problems, bringing the mes- 
sage of victory over sin, fellowship with Christ, and 
fruit-bearing. The ‘Rev. Robert C. McQuilkin, a for- 
mer Associate Editor of the Times, now Dean of the 
Columbia (S, C.) Bible School, will conduct the Bible 
hour each morning. Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, who for 
some years after her missionary service in India was 
traveling secretary of the Student Volunteer Move- 
ment, will lead a Mission Study Group, as will also the 
Rev. Martin A. Hopkins, of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, Sutsien, Kiangsu, China. . 

Will you put students in touch with this opportunity ? 
And will you pray for a real outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit on the Conference? Supernatural power in the 
individual life, and in giving the message, is . our 
students in the colleges! need. Pray that many students 
through this Conference may come into a vital experi- 
ence of the new birth, a clear-cut assurance of personal 
salvation, the fullness of the Spirit for present victory 
and service, a knowledge ofthe cross of Christ as the 
only remedy for the world’s need, and a conviction that 
the great fundamentals. of the Christian faith, which 
are spurned today on the ground of “reason” and sci- 
ence, are not only scientific and reasonable but are the 
- only truths that in the least degree can fit reasonably 
into the facts of life and solve the problem of sin. 


CotumBia, S. C. 
4 


Genesis and Yourself 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee 
whithersoever thou goest, and will bring thee again 
into this land; for I wall not leave thee, until I 
have done that which I have spoken to thee of 
(Gen. 28:15). 


HERE are days when this assurance of our 
heavenly Father is the most precious word that 
could come to us. It came to me on such a day; oh, 
how I needed it just then! When we realize that we 
have forfeited his presence, that we have proved our 
utter impotence to “hold out,” that our hopes of achieve- 
ment and viciory in his service are tottering about our 
heads, and everything looks black—then comes God’s 
word to us in this message of quiet promise that he 
made to the homeless fugitive Jacob. It is not a ques- 
_tion of what J deserve or have forfeited; it is not a 
‘question of my ability to hold out; my achievement 
and victory are, of course, utterly beyond me and im- 
possible to me: But all that need not trouble me. For, 
in Christ, God is still with me; he will keep me (not 
I him, but he me) wherever I go; he will bring me 
back again into his Land of Promise; and he will 
never leave me until he has brought to realization every 
highest hope that he has ever given me. That is God's 
word to me, Lord Jesus, my Christ, it is enough. 
Forgive my unfaith. 
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LESSON 9. MAY 30. JACOB AT BETHEL 
International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 27 and 28 
Golden Text.—I am with thee, and will keep thee whithersoever thou goest.—Gen. 28: 15 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By W. Graham Scroggie 


Foreword ; 

Though like the wanderer, 
The sun gone down, 

Darkness be over me, 
My rest a stone, 

Yet in my dreams I’d be 

Nearer, my God, to thee, 
Nearer to thee! 


Jacob 


S ONLY one lesson is given entirely to Jacob, 
A before considering this week’s lesson in detail, 

we must glance through the whole story of this 
remarkable man. Somehow we feel nearer to Jacob 
than we do to Abraham. The latter is so lofty, so 
spiritual, a man of such audacious faith; but Jacob is 
so human, so worldly, so much the child of time and 
sense. Of course, these distinctions are only com- 
parative, and we are not likely to forget that Abraham 
fell low, and that Jacob rose high. _ 

We first read of Jacob in chapter 25, which tells of 
his birth, and we do not lose sight of him until we 
come to the last chapter of this book, where we read 
of his burial. This covers a period of 147 years (47: 
28). His life is divisible into four main parts, in each 
of which are discoverable two outstanding features. 
These periods of his life are associated with four dif- 
ferent places, the names of which are_ significantly 
suited to the particular phase of Jacob’s life presented 
in each. The following is my outline: 


I. Tue SupPLANTER AT BEER-SHEBA (chaps. 25 to 28). 
1. The Birthright. 
2. The Blessing. 


II. THe ServANT at Haran (chaps. 29 to 31). 
1. Deceived. 
2. Deceiving. 


III. Tue Sarnt at HEBRON (chaps. 32 to 45). 
1. Discipleship. 
2. Discipline. . 

IV. Tue SEER 1N Ecypt (chaps. 46 to 49). 
1. Prophetic Blessing on the Two Sons. 
2. Prophetic Blessing on the Twelve Sons. 


Beer-sheba means well of the oath. Haran means 
very dry, ched. Hebron means fellowship. Egypt 
means land of ‘depression, 

There were only three covenant patriarchs, though 
the sons of Jacob-are called patriarchs (Acts 7:8). 
The names of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are often 
associated, but never is a fourth added (cf. Exod. 3: 
6). God made a covenant with Abraham (chaps. 12, 
13, 15, 17, 22), and ratified it to Isaac (chap, 26), and 
now to Jacob (chap, 28), but to no one else. 

This week’s lesson falls in the first of the four di- 
visions of the patriarch’s life, and in the second of its 
sections, that treating of the Blessing. 


Jacob at Bethel 


We shall consider this passage (28: 10-22) in_five 
parts: the Venture, the Vision, the Voice, the Ver- 
dict, and the Vow. 


The Venture (vs, 10, 11). 


Verse. 10.—Beer-sheba, about twenty-one hours’ jour- 
ney southwest of Jerusalem. Haran, in Mesopotamia 
(24: 10). 

Verse 11.—He lighted upon a certain place; better, 
he struck wpon the place; that is, the place afterward 
mentioned (v. 19), and which would be well known 
to Jacob’s people and his historian. He took of the 
stones of that place (A. V.); better, he took one of 
the stones of the place (R. V.). And put them for his 


pillows (A, V.); better, and put it under his head (R,- 


V.). It was but one stone. (cf. v. 18). 

If you have the opportunity you certainly should 
study William Blake’s water-color picture of Jacob's 
Dream. But observe that he conceives of Jacob as 
a youth, whereas the fact is, that when he left home 
he would be about seventy-five years of age. For 
Isaac’s wife Abraham sent a servant, but Jacob goes 
for his own. Abraham forbade that Isaac should 
leave “the land” (24:6, 8), but Rebekah counsels and 
Isaac commands Jacob to go (27:43; 28:2). No 
doubt Abram’s servant and Jacob took the same road, 
but Eliezer (15:2) with camels and servants (24: 
10), and Jacob alone. Both went to the same place, 
and for the same purpose, but under very different cir- 
cumstances. 

When Jacob went out he fled. “The way of trans- 
gressors is hard.” It was hard for Rebekah to lose 


Devotional Reading: Psalm rar. 
Primary Topic: Jacob Dreams at Bethel. 
Lesson Material; Genesis 28 : 10-22. 
Memory Verse: I am with thee, and will keep thee whither- 
soever thou goest.—Gen. 28 : 15. 
Junior Topic: Jacob’s Vision at Bethel. 
Lesson Material : Genesis 28 : 10-22. 
Memory Verse: Genesis 28 ; 15. 


we Senior Topic: A Young Man’s Dreams and 
Se ee ee ee & 


uman Lives. 











The portion of the text indicated by the Internationa) 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
> 28 : 10-23 

10 And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward 
Haran.- 11 And he lighted upon ‘a certain place, and tar- 
ried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took 
one of the stones of the place, and put it under his head, 
and lay down in that place to sleep. 12 And he dreamed, 
and behold, a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it 
reached to heaven: and behold, the angels of God ascending 
and descending on it. 13 And, behold, Jehovah stood 2 above 


west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: 
and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the 
earth be blessed. 15 And, behold, I am with thee, and 
keep theé whithersoever thou goest, b 
again into this land; for I will not leave thee, un ve 
done that which I have spoken to thee of. 16 And Jacob 
awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Sure! 

this place; and I knew it not. 17 And he was afraid, and 
said, H is 


E 
g 


' 1Heb., the place. 2Or, beside him. ® Heb., break forth. 
*That is, The house of God. 5 Or, then shall Jehovah 
be my God, and this stone, etc. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








her son, but she had only herself to blame (27: 8-13). 
It was hard for Isaac to lose him, but sin always hurts 
others besides the one who sins. And it was hard 
for Jacob to have to go, but the. fear which compelled 
him was the: child of. his own folly. _ 

We have all to leave home sometime. or another, but 
it matters very much how we go. - Some are ordered 
off, as was Jacob; others run off, as did the Prodigal 
Son; but most young people go off, in the natural and 
inevitable development of youth, to build their own 
homes and pursue their own calling. Everything de- 
pends upon whether or not you go forth with God. 


The Vision (v. 12). 


We can imagine how mingled were the emotions of 
Jacob as this ever memorable day ‘drew toward a close. 
He had taken farewell of His mother, he was fleeing 
from his brother, ‘and he was going mto.an unknown 
land and to an unseen future... Fear and hope rose and 


fell in his restless heart. He trembled at every shadow ° 


and shuddered at every sound. Darkness was com- 
ing on, and he was alone ‘on a mountain ‘in the night. 
As he stood beneath those glowing stars I doubt not 
he prayed; then, selecting a furze-bush for shelter, a 
stone for a pillow, and drawing his camel-hair robe 
more tightly around him, he lay down to sleep, and 
dreamed of parents and home, and Heaven and God. 
No doubt the things which had been in his mind and 
vision during the day formed the psychological basis 
of ‘his dream, but it is the dream itself that matters. 
The place and time and‘form of it’are significant. It 
was on a mountain; it was at night; and in it he saw 


_ a ladder reaching right. down toe his deepest need, and 


rising right up to the presence of God. “The greatest 
prophets were mountain prophets; the holiest temple 
was a mountain sanctuary; and Jesus was in the. suc- 
cession when hé preached, prayed, and was transfigured 
on mountainx” And the night has often been a time 
of revelation. “The mystery of twilight increases the 
sensitiveness of. the mind to spiritual things. When 
the. fever of the day subsides and the spirit is calm 
and ‘quiet, then the voice of God may be heard, and 
God himself. in vision may be seen. At such times 
Heaven stoops to earth, and earth rises to Heaven, 
and we come to realize, as Francis Thompson says, 
that- the Kingdom of God is “in no strange land.” 


en 
ane 


We do not need to leave earth to find Heaven, for 
we may have “days of heaven upon the earth.” How 
full is the message of that mystic ladder, with Jacob 
under it, angels on it, and the Lord above it! 


The Voice (vs. 13-15). 


_ Jacob not only saw, he also heard, and the Voice 
is one first of repetition (vs, 13, 14), and then of rev- 
elation (v. 15); promises are made first of all to his 
seed, and then to himself. The first part of this com- 
munication is the renewal of the covenant which God 
had made with Jacob’s father and grandfather; and 
we are reminded once more of the ground of it, the 
sovereign grace of God (v. 13a); the terms ot it, 
which are fourfold, relative to the Inheritance, the 
Number, the Compass, and the Service of the elect 
people (vs. 13b, 14); and the certainty of it, which is 
also fourfold, for it rests upon God’s Fellowship, Pro- 
tection, Guidance, and Faithfulness (v. 15). This 
last verse is what is new in the covenant with Jacob. 
How precious must have been to him at such a time 
the divine Presence, “I am with thee”; the divine 
Protection, “and will keep thee”; the divine Preser- 
vation, “and will bring thee again into this land”; 
and the divine Promise, “I will not leave thee’ (Grif- 
fith Thomas). Three painful feelings oppressed him 
when he lay down on the moorland of Bethel. He was 
lonely, he was fearful, he was forsaken. And his 
God, coming nearer him in his dreams, promises him 
three things — fellowship, protection, and guidance. It 
is ignorance of the future that begets anxiety about 
the. future (James Strachan). But it was given to 
Jacob, as it is to us, to “behold.” 


The Verdict (vs, 16-19). 


Here we learn what Jacob felt about the place of 
his dream (vs. 16, 17), and what he did for that place 
(vs. 18, 19). Mark the four times repeated “this” with 
reference to the place (vs. 16, 17). ‘Could he ever 
forget it! He had thought that he was ‘alone, but on 
waking he realized that the Lord was there. The Lord 


meets with ‘us in unexpected places, and in unlikely 


places. We do not need to go to any “house of God” 
to find him; the place where he meets us is “the house 
of God” (v. 17). Alas, that so often we are ignorant 
of his Presence— “I knew it not.” When shall. we 
awake to. see that “all earth is crammed with heaven, 
and every common bush afire with God”? The con- 
sciousness of the Presence made Jacob afraid, as well 
it might. How awful and wonderful God is! 

of us could look upon his glory? If “the house of God” 
be so glorious, what shall we say of the God of the 
house? Thus did Jacob feel, and what did he do? 
(vs. 18, 19.) He seems to have gone to sleep again. 
It was in the night that he awoke and felt; it was in 
the morning that he arose and did. First of all he 
makes a pillar of his pillow. “He sets up a simple 
memorial of a theophany; an act which has not the 
remotest relation to fetishism. He sets it up that 
whenever he again comes this way his devotion and 
gratitude may afrésh be stirred. By that so simple 
and sincere act, Jacob both claimed and consecrated the 
ground. He then named the place. Luz becomes Beth- 
el. What Jacob felt the place to ‘be (v.17), he cailed 
it (v. 19), and so the bare moorland, gashed ‘and scar- 
red, strewn with tumbled rocks, has become one of the 
most sacred places in the world. <A vision of ‘God 
responded to by faith will make of the commonest 
place a sanctuary,. and will make our commonest meal 
a sacrament. It is ‘God who makes’ the difference. If 
you get him into your life, you ‘will really live. Set 
up your pillar today, and pour oil upon it. 

The Vow (vs. 20-22). 


This is the first recorded vow in the Bible, and if 
there is any doubt as to the interpretation of it, let 
us give Jacob the benefit of the doubt. It is true that 
after this, at. Haran, he exhibited a mercenary spirit, 
but surely, after such an experience, it cannot be so 
here. Mark the seven clauses of ‘the vow, and re- 
call them in the light of after history. The “if” of 
verse 20. does not imply: doubt, and would better be 
rendered “since,” 

Recalling? the whole passage, we cannot but ask, 
was this Jacob’s conversion? Or, must we wait until 
we come to Peniel (chap. 32) for that? If this was 
his conversion, that was his consecration. He needed 
both. And*so do you, and so do I. Have you ever 
been converted? Are you wholly yielded to God? If 
not, why. not? 


Final Word 
So long thy power hath’ blest me, sure it still 
Will lead me on, 


O’er moor and fen, o’er crag and? torrent, til) 
The night is gone. 
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‘ Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Professor Ellis, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


OW many of the Ten Commandments did Jacob break 
H in getting the blessing from Isaac? 


2. What family trouble can be traced as one of the causes 
for Jacob’s “breaking home ties”? 


3. Since there is not a word of Jacob’s having a single 
thought of God while on this journey — prior ‘to the dream 
-— how do you account for it? 


4. What other dreams are recorded in Scripture, as sent 
of God? 


5s. Of whom was the ladder, reaching from earth to heaven, 
a type? 


6. What great promise did God make Jacob? 
g. Could Jacob have known his grandfather, Abraham? 


8 Who is the outstanding character involved in the 
lesson? 


9. What effect. did the dream and the message have on 
Jacob? : 


10. What. divine characteristics are in evidence here? 
Was Jacob wofthy of them? 


11. Does Jacob’s experience prove or illustrate the faith- 
fulness of God? 


12. Has the faithfulness of God in not suffering you to be 
tempted above that you are able, been manifested in your 
own life (personal)? 


13. When and under what circumstances did Jacob see 
Bethel again? 


14. How did Jacob rename Bethel? 
15. Whose grave was made near Bethel? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
et By William H. Ridgway 


aor 
Many of Us.—And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, 
.. + And he lighted upon a certain place (vs, 10, 11). 
Away he flew, like our old Midway gang when we had 
been “up to something” and had to “beat it.” Jacob 
no doubt said in effect as many another “lighter out” 
has said, “Come, legs, if you are ever going to do me 
now’s’ ‘your ce.’ Yes, indeed, Jacob 
hted out” and then he “lighted on.” And as is so 
often the case the place he lighted on was where the 
angels go and come. It is when we have done some 
evil thing under the overwhelming impulse of passion 
or stress or “rattle,” and when alone cry in despair, 
“What have I done!” that Heaven lets down the lad- 
der right by our pillow. This is exactly the kind of 
Saviour we have.. He came to save sinners (Mark 
2:17). And so, my boy and my girl, there is never 
a time to quit in despair, but right on the spot where 
our “bad break” has landed you, set up your Bethel. 
acob’s “black eye” was nothing for him to be proud 


, of, nor is yours, but many a poor fellow has won more 


than a few hard fights before the Devil caught him 
weak or off guard and knocked him out. , Edgar Al- 
lan Poe’s beautiful young consumptive wife—the be- 
loved Annabel Lee of his poem— “died every week 
for.me for weary months,” He had no Christ to sus- 
tain him, so he.turned to alcohol and morphia. “Either 
that or the mad house,” he explains. Poor fellow, he 
knew what it was to fight—and to lose. You get 
Bethel — and win. 


The Great Promise.—Anid, behold, I am with thee, 


‘and will keep thee whithersoever thou goest (v. 15). 


I am very fond of Poe’s poems. I have read the whole 
eight volumes of Harrison’s “Life of Pue,” which 
includes his works. Nowhere in the biography is there 
any looking to Heaven, and very little in his stories 
and poems... In “Annabel Lee” are these lines: 
“A wind blew out of a cloud, chilling 
My beautiful Annabel Lee; 
So that her highborn kinsmen came 
And bore her away from me. 
To shut her up in a sepulcher 
In this kingdom by the sea.” 


If Poe had only known his loved one’s “highborn 
kinsmen,”. and so could have heard in his soul the 
promise: “Behold, I am with thee,” what a different 
set of books would those eight volumes be! What a 
different “Raven.” But why ring in Poe, of all 
writers, with a fugitive like Jacob? Because both 
were men of great heart and passion and brains. Poe 
had his Annabel. Jacob had his Rachel. “They seemed 
unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her” 
(Gen. 29: 20). Both were great lovers. One, with all 
his faults, was tied to Heaven. The other with all his 
faults was running loose. Which makes all the differ- 
ence in the world. This promise of God goes with all 
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his children. I have just been listening’ to Captain 
O’Hay, the original of Richard Harding Davis’ “Sol- 
diers of Fortune.” Captain O’Hay carries a medal 


‘ which enables him to eat in any hotel and restaurant 


in New York City. He can order anything on the 
bill and walk out without paying one cent. When 
you fell that down in the East Side, how mouths do 
water! But here is a promise that beats the New 
York hotel and. restaurant owners’ golden medal all 
to pieces. The free “eats” medal comes into function 
only now and then, but here is a “medal” that func- 
tions all the time, and not only in New York, but every- 
where. Jacob did not have an easy time —neither do 
any of us,—but he arrived. So. will you with the 
same “Behold, I am with thee.” 


The Tither.—This stone, ... shall be God’s house: 
and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give 


~the tenth unto thee (v. 22). I had some business with 


the Collector of Internal Revenue of Philadelphia. His 
name is B. D. McCaughn. “You thought I was an 
Irish Catholic, didn’t .you?” he laughed. “Most folks 
do. Well, I happen‘to be a United Presbyterian, one 
of the kind that sings only the Psalms and gives a 
tenth of his income to the Lord My sister-in-law 
used to be connected with The Sunday School Times 
and lives in my home. So, Mr. Ridgway, I know you. 
Sit down. Tell me what I can do for you.” Now, 
why did he mention to me, a stranger, the fact that he 
was a tither? Here’s why. When you are presented 
with a piece of silver you turn: it over to see if you 
can find the hallmark “Sterling.” When you turn a 
church fellow: over, so to speak, and see ten percent 
stamped on him, he is likely to be genuine metal and 
not just a “plated” Christian. Yes, plated stuff some- 
times masquerades as solid. My collector friend sim- 
ply wanted to put me at my ease to do business with 
him by letting me- know at once he was my own kind 
of man. This little touch showed the fine Christian 
Spirit of the man. Some government officials, particu- 
larly the non-Christian ones, are very hoity-toity, high 
and mighty. The smaller the place from which he has 
sprung and the more insignificant the political job he 
holds, the more frigid the “front” and the more im- 
posing the manner. “Money talks,” is an everyday 
colloquialism and Little Old Ten Percent says nice 
things about Mr. Tither, What an interesting job 
must be that of the church treasurer. In a church I 
know of, every year they pass a paper through the 
congregation and each member writes down his name 
and the amount he will give for the comifig year. 
The list is afterward printed. That church has no 
trouble with its finances. The best giver was a wo- 
man the day I was there. Suppose all churches should 
adopt that plan? Double dare you to try it in your 
church! 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


we 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





_ THe PRINCIPLE oF CoNncENTRATION.—Organ- 
ize the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible, 











we shall we think of as the important mat- 
ter involved in the lesson? Is it the fact that 
Jacob had a dream, the fact that he had it at a place 
where. his _ grandfather years before had dwelt and 
builded an altar; or is the important thing that here 
Jacob made a vow unto the Lord? Everything in the 
lesson may be made to revolve, of course, around Ja- 
cob who is the center of all these experiences; but 
may it not be possible that the most important truth 
of the lesson, especially for our day, is the faithfulness 
of our loving God? It would hardly do to give this 
thought as an argument from Jacob’s experience or 
even from the cumulative experience of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, and the great multitude of those who 
have trusted Jehovah, because it must be assumed as 








Lesson Calendar 


The complet: list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Wainut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. April 4.—Jesus Appears to His Disciples (Easter Lesson) 
John 20 : 24 to a1 : 25 
2. April 11.—The Story of Creation ...Genesis 1:1 to 2:25 
3. April 18—The Beginning of Sin............ Genesis 3 : 1-24 
4. April 25.—The Story of Cain and Abel....Genesis 4 : 1-26 
5. May 2.—God’s Covenant with Noah, Genesis 5 : 28 to9 : 29 
6. May 9.—Abram and the Kings........... Genesis 14 : 1-24 
7. May 16.—Abraham and the Strangers 
Genesis 18 : 1-8, 16-19 
8. May 23.—Isaac and His Wells........... Genesis 26 : 12-25 
9. May .30.—Jacob at Bethel................ Genesis 27 and 28 
10, June 6.—Jacob and Esau 
Genesis 25 : 19-34; 26:34 to 28:9; 32:3 to 33:17 
11. June 13.—Joseph’s Fidelity..........seee0s Genesis 39 : 1-33 
12, June 20.—Judah’s Plea...........3 Genesis 44:18 to 43:15 
13. June 27.—Review: What We Have Learned from the 
Book of Genesis 


adi 


an attribute involved ‘in the very being of the One 
whom we recognize as God that he is faithful and true, 
But we do have in the experience of Jacob here, as 
well as in a multitude of other human experiences, a 
confirmation of this truth that should hearten very 
much any who should be tempted to doubt. 

The fact that this is an outstanding truth in the les- 
son will be confirmed if we note Jacob’s name does 
not occur nearly so often in the account as does the 
name of God the Lord, and by the further fact that 
the Golden Text stresses also this thought. Though 
Jacob had taken things in his own hands, God did not 
desert him nor fail to renew with him the covenant 
made with his fathers; nor in after years did he fail, 
in most marvelous ways, to keep his promises made here 
at Bethel; nor will he fail in bringing to pass all that 
is yet involved in this sweeping divine prophecy. The 
lesson of this divine faithfulness cannot be lost upon 
us when it involves the apostolic assurance concerning 
the faithfulness of our God in such an everyday and 
practical thing as the temptations of our own lives, 
and most of all in providing Him who has become our 
stairway back to God (John 8: 51). 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


Ne 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is. paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to sefd anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet “ees the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. : 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 
Illustrations - other verses than the Golden Text are 
a = desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
a . 





For the lesson of December 19, illustrations 

are desired on the optional Christmas lesson, 

Luke 2:8-20, instead of on the lesson, “Samuel, 
the Just Judge.” 


In the Operating Room.—I am with thee, and will 
keep thee whithersoever thou goest (Golden Text). A 
Christian friend, facing a serious operation, declared 
to her pastor at the threshold of the operating room: 
“Friends. and loved ones are thoughtful and kind, but 
only Jesus goes all the way ‘with me.”—Sent by R. C. 
Eller, Statesville, N.C. 


Still Safe.—I am with thee, and will keep thee whith- 
ersoever thou goest (Golden Text). “But,” I said, 
“some of your sons were drowned, for all that you 
say about safety.” “Well, sir,” she answered, with a 
sigh, “I trust they’re none the less safe for that. It 
would be a strange thing for an old woman like me 
to suppose that safety lay in not being drowned. What 
is the bottom of the sea, sir?” “The hollow of His 
hand,” I replied and said no more—From George Mac- 
Donald. Sent by Christine Gilliland, Ripley, Ohio. 
Prize illustration, 


The Cheater Cheated.—Thy brother came with 
subtilty, and hath taken away thy blessing (27:35). 
An Oriental scholar was present at a home in New 
York when the subject of cheating and deception was 
being discussed. He said in his turn, “I suppose that 
our old Rampur story of the cheating sweetmeat vender 
is new here. There lived itt Rampur a vender of sweet- 
meats named Bahran, whose wife had weak eyes. One 
day this man went to see a friend at the Bazaar, and 
left his stuff in the woman’s charge. ‘Be careful, 
mind you, about the change,’ he said to her; but 
nevertheless he found when he returned home that 
she had taken in a bad rupee.piece, He could hardly 
sleep that night for rage and sorrow. In the morning 
he arose early, and set out determined to get rid of 
the bad rupee. Soon he met a boy. ‘Boy,’ he said, ‘do 
you know the sweetmeat shop of Ali?’ Ali was a 
rival vender. The boy said he did. ‘Well, take this 
rupee, go to Ali’s shop, and ‘spend the piece for sweet- 
meats there. The sweetmeats you may keep—I want 
the change.’ The boy departed merrily, and in a little 
while returned with his mouth full. ‘So you got the 
change without trouble, eh?’ said the man as he counted 
it. ‘And did Ali make no examination of the rupee?’ 
‘Oh,’ said the boy, ‘I didn’t go as far as Ali’s. I got 
the sweetmeats at. Bahran’s shop.’” In the long run 
every man who seeks to cheat his fellow men is him- 
self cheated. Though he may for a time seem to gain 
much plunder, his inner man is beggared.—From the 
Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by W. Haslam, Black- 
burn, Lancashire, Eng. 


When Spurgeon Prayed.—Surely the Lord is in 
this place (28:16). Mr, Spurgeon testified that when 
he opened his eyes at the conclusion of his public 
prayer he was sometimes startled and embarrassed to 
find that he was in the presence of his congregation, 
He had been so near to God talking to him as friend to 
friend that he had forgotten all else—From the Rec- 
ord of Christian Work. Sent by Vary E. Watson, 
Hartford, Conn. 
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Better than Near.—Surely the Lord is 
in this place, and I knew it not (28: 16). 
Of the Christian this is true: 


“God is never so far off as even to be near: 

He is within! Our spirit is the home He 
holds most dear, 

To think of Him as by our side, is almost 
as untrue, 

As to remove His throne beyond those skies 
of starry blue. 

So all the while I thought myself homeless, 
forlorn, and weary, 

Missing my joy, I walked the earth—my- 
self God’s sanctuary.” 


—From F. W. Faber. Sent by W. R. 
Clark, Redruth, Eng. 


The Tree and the Stone.—And Jacob 
... took the stone that he had put under 
his head, and set it up for a pillar, and 
poured oil upon the top of it... . Then 
this stone, which I have set up for a pil- 
lar, shall be God’s house (28:18, 22). A 
fable tells us that when Zaccheus was 
old he still lived in Jericho, humble and 
pious before God and man. Every morn- 
ing he took a walk, always returning with 
a calm and happy mind for the day’s 
work. His wife often wondered where he 
went, but he never told her, so one day she 
followed him. He went straight to the 
tree from which he first saw the Lord. 
He watered its roots, pulled weeds, and 
fondled the trunk. Then-he looked up at 
the place among the branches where he 
sat that day he’saw Jesus. After this he 
turned away, with a smile of gratitude. 
When his wife asked him days afterward 
why he took such good care of the tree, 
Zaccheus’ quiet answer was, “It was that 
tree which brought me to him whom my 
soul loveth.” It must have been just such 
a feeling that Jacob had when he thought 
of the stone where he saw God so clearly. 
—From the Christian Union Herald. 
Sent by Helen Palmer, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


mw 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“If Jesus goes with me.” 
“He leadeth me.” 

“Where he leads me.” 
“Anywhere with Jesus.” 
“He knows the way.” 
“He will hold me fast.” . 
“Follow on.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“He Will Keep Thee Safe’? (ass : 1-3). 
Psalm tar: 1-8. 
“God Loveth the Righteous” (224 : 1-4). 
Psalm 112: 1-9. 
“The King of Glory” (51:1, 2). Psalm 24 : 1-8. 
“Better Than Silver and Gold” (240 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 65-72 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
and our God, how often thou hast spoken to 
us in times when we little realized that it was 
thy voice! Thou hast set before us visions 
of blessing in thy sure promises, and we have 
awakened as it were out of sleep to a realiza- 
tion of thy goodness and thy loving care. 
May we remember this day that thou art with 
thy trusting children in these days of our 
great need, even as thou didst abide with 
Jacob. How may we thank thee for this great 
fact as we face the way over which we must 
go in this pilgrimage! Give us, we pray thee, 
a new and abiding trust for the daily need as 
we look forward into a new week of thy 
mercy and providing care. In the name of 
the Lord Jesus we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—We never know in 
what hour of his own choosing God will 
give us a vision of his will, and of his 
blessed promises. Often because we are 
so occupied with other things we fail to 
see what he wants us to see or hear what 
he wants us to hear, and afterward, re- 
membering what he tried to do for us, 
we can say with Jacob, “Surely Jehovah 
is in this place; and I knew it not.” No 
one of us can know on just what occa- 
sion during this coming week, in the very 
midst of our deepest need, God will re- 
veal himself to us in the word of a friend, 
in a text from his holy Word, in a new 
call to service, or in the taking away of 
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something that we have counted dear. 
There are Bethels all along the way. 
Houses of God where we .meet him, not 
built with human hands but arranged as 
a meeting-place for the soul with the Lord 
himself. Will you be sensitive during this 
coming week to what God may be trying 
to say to you or to show you in his mercy 
and loving-kindness? How. patient he is 
with us! What a wonderful God we 
have, —the God of Abraham and Isaac 
and Jacob. Yes, and the God of just such 
folk as we are. May our eyes be opened 
to see what he would reveal to us, mo- 
ment by moment! Let us pray. 





ARE YOU 


; ISION 
wbtade: Gop’s Voice 
TRUST HIM! 














For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


ALK aa little while with the class 

about the two very real little boys 
who lived long ago in the tent-home of 
Isaac and Rebekah. Although ‘these boys 
were twins, they were very unlike. Per- 
haps Esau would walk with his father 
in the wide pastures around Beer-sheba 
and would se the great herds of cattle 
and flocks of shéep and goats. He grew 
up to love the wild life of the fields and 
mountains and became a great hunter. 
He was generous and kind-hearted, but 
did not care for the great promises God 
had made his people. y 

Jacob was quiet and home-loving, and 
spent much of his time about the tent door 
with his mother, He was tender-hearted 
and thoughtful, and dearly loved the 
promises God had given to Abraham and 
Isaac, and so much wanted to be the fore- 
father of the Earth Blesser. In fact, God 
had told Rebekah that the elder should 
serve the younger, meaning that Jacob 
should be the head of the family. 

But Jacob was not generous and hon- 
est like his brother. One day Esau came 
home from hunting, very tired and hun- 
gry, and asked Jacob for some meat and 
vegetables which the latter had cooked. 
Perhaps if Esau had had the pottage, and 
Jacob had been tired and hungry and 
had asked for some, he would have given 





it to his brother. Almost any brother 
would. But Jacob saw that Esau wanted 
the dish of pottage very much, and he 
wanted the birthright; so he made 
a hard bargain with Esau. He offered to 
give the pottage in exchange for the birth- 
right. Esau cared more just then for his 
comfort than for the great promises made 
to his forefathers, so he sold his birth- 
right for a single lunch. Later we see 
other evil traits of his nature in his mar- 
riage with two idolatrous Hittite women, 
This grieved his father and mother and 
was disobedient to God. 

When Isaac was old and thought he 
might not live much longer, he told Esau 
to get ready to receive his parting bless- 
ing. While Esau was making prepara- 
tions, Rebekah suaded Jacob to de- 
ceive his old, blind father and pretend 
he was Esau, in that manner getting the 
blessing himself. God had promised the 
blessing to Jacob, and if he and his 
mother had waited, God would have given 
it to him without bringing sorrow into 
their lives. As it was, Esau was very 
angry and planned to kill his brother. So 
Jacob had to leave the home he loved 
and go back to the country from which 
his grandfather, Abraham, had come, 

It was 2 long, lonely journey, and he 
could not reach his uncle’s home in one 
day, so he had to spend the night by the 
roadside. He was a grown-up man, but 
perhaps he had never spent a night away 
from home before, and certainly not out 
in a lonely desert place. No doubt he 
missed his mother, and perhaps he was 
sorry for having deceived his father and 
cheated his kind-hearted brother. As the 
shades of night fell across his- pathway, 
we are all but sure he was homesick, 
and perhaps he was also afraid, for he 
had done wrong. 

Ask the class if they think Jacob was 
happy that night as he lay his head on 
the stone pillow God was sorry for Ja- 
cob in his loneliness, and guilt, and fear, 
and gave him a beautiful dream of a lad- 
der reaching from earth to Heaven with 
angels passing up and down on it. This 
ladder was a wonderful sign of the Earth 
Blesser, who is the only way from earth 
to Heaven. God spoke to Jacob, too, and 


renewed with him the covenant made with |}. 


Abraham and Isaac, promising to give 
him the very things he had tried to get 
unfairly. 

Awaking on the morrow, Jacob marked 
the spot with the stone he had used for 
a pillow and called the place Bethel, 
meaning House of God. Read to the class 
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HIE BEARS NOT THE 
AVENGERS SWORD 
BUT THIE SHEPHERDS 
CROOK 


“Depart from me; 
for lama sinful 
man, O Lord.” 
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Jacob’s vow (vs. 20-22), and sing a verse 

or two of “Nearer, My God, to Thee,” or 

“Pass Me Not, O Gentle Saviour.” 
Curnton, S. C. 


Your Class of Girls . 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


zt. One young woman’s dream. 
2. Of what are you dreaming, now? 











SHE had all her life loved hymns — 
this girl, whom we will call Miriam 
—since the days when, a tirly tot, she 
stood side by side with her tall, young 
father on the hearth rug, and tried to 
sing with him the Sunday-school hymns 
he was then teaching “his” Sunday-school. 
Now that adored father’s hair was graying, 
troubles had come thick and fast, young 
Miriam was at her first ‘teaching trying 
as ever to stand side by side with him in 
bearing the burdens of the home. He still 
loved the old hymns, and loved to hear 
his daughter play and sing them on Sun- 
day afternoon, during the “family hour” 
around the piano. This Sunday afternoon 
the group had scattered after the usual 
after-dinner talk and music. Miriam was 
alone in the quiet room, warm and cozy 
with its homelike though much worn 
“things,” lighted in the early winter dusk 
by the glow of the fire in the open grate. 
She was lingering at the piano, talking to 
it and through it, as she played over and 
over again the long-loved favorites. She 
will never know why — unless the answer 
is like Jacob’s own explanation of his 
dream at Bethel, that the Lord. was in 
that room that hour, and she became sud- 
denly conscious of his Presence — but 
through the strains of her father’s favorite 
hymn, “Nearer, My God, togThee,” she 
found her whole heart and soul lifted in 
that prayer, 
“Though like the wanderer, 
The sun gone down, 
Darkness be over me, 
My rest a stone, 
Yet in my dreams I’d be 
Nearer, my God, to thee, 
Nearer to thee!” 


Back to the first verse her thoughts 
turned, and she prayéd as she sang, “E’en 
though it be a cross that raiseth me; still 
all my song shall be, nearer, my God, to 
thee, nearer to thee.” 

Why should tears blind her eyes as she 
thus prayed? Was it not all joy to feel 
God so near, to feel her whole soul so 
wrapt in that one cry —to be nearer, ever 
nearer, “e’en though it must be a cross” 
that should lift her nearer? She did not 
|know then, though she felt that she had 
lived through a marked hour in her life, 
never to be forgotten, that though no 


*| bright ladder reached down from Heaven 


into that plain family sitting room, with 
angels ascending and descending upon its 
shining length, none the less she had had 
a “dream” like Jacob’s on his stone pillow 
at Bethel, and that familiar room was for 
that hour indeed “the gate of Heaven” to 
her soul. 

The years have been many since that 
‘Sunday twilight, and the “crosses” have 
been many, too—though never heavier 


through all the long years God has made 
good that same promise he made to that 
young man on his way to Padan-aram and 
to Miriam, dreaming and praying at her 
piano: “I am with thee, and will keep 
thee whithersoever thou goest.” And she 
blesses him today, even though it must 
sometimes be with. tears again blinding 
her eyes, for every “cross” that has lifted 
her nearer to him. 

2. Will this true story from one girl’s 
life help you to help your girls answer 
this question, “ t are you dreaming 
about, now?” What are the visions that 
drift through those young minds “when 
nobody is pestering them” —as one great 
preacher puts it? Out of dreams and vis- 
ions grows life—even as Jacob, “the 
crooked,” became Israel, “the prince with 
God,” out of that dream at Bethel. And 
be very sure God sends dreams and vis- 
ions to young women today, just as he 














than his grace who permits them — but. 





























Lesson for May 30 
Genesis 27, 28 


sent that dream to that young Jew three 
thousand years ago—out of the “stuff” 
his father and grandfather had taught 
him. What are.you giving your girls to 
dream over, teacher ? 
Home Study 

Read these dream-stories in your Bible: 
Genesis 37: 5-11; 41: 1-7; Daniel 2: 1-29; 
Matthew 1:20; 2:12. 

Decatur, GA: 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A fugitive. 

Discussion: Trace the three steps by 
which Jacob entered into partnership 
with God. What value to the covenant 
was Jacob’s vow to tithe? 


Objective: Set up here and now your 
Bethel. 











AY, fellows, we find Jacob on the run. 
He is fleeing from the consequences 
of his own wrongdoing, the most relent- 
less of all pursuers. We are not going 
to tell Jacob he is a thief and a liar. We 
happen to be dropping in on him just as 
he fully realizes it. What interests us is 
that which follows. : 
Jacob is at the bottom. He is homeless, 
he is a pauper, and a moral bankrupt — 
and running for his very life. An ac- 
cusing conscience is his only company 
and that adds the last touch of bitterness 
to an already sorry situation. But one 
thing Jacob still has which perhaps he lost 
sight of for the time being; it is his birth- 
right! And that is his salvation, for the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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fellow with the birthright is the fellow 
who, while lying on bottom, can see the 
top. 

That night at Bethel poor, tired, scared, 
fugitive Jacob, prone upon the ground, 
saw the gates of Heaven. And the gates 
were connected with the earth where he 
lay, and God’s messengers were moving up 
and down. But most marvelous of all, there 
at the top of the ladder was the Lord God 
speaking to him—the God of Abraham 
and of Isaac, his father. Doubtless the 
Lord was the last person Jacob would 
have cared to face that night, but there 
he was; and not pouring out upon him 
the wrath he deserved, but speaking in 
the most benign tones and uttering the 
most comforting assurances. Yes, the 
Lord on that night ratified to Jacob all 


‘| that he had previously promised to Abra- 


ham and said moreover: “Behold, I am 
with thee, and will keep thee in all places 
whither thou goest, and will bring thee 
again into this land; for I will not leave 
thee, until I have done that which I have 
spoken to thee of.” 

And that was what Jacob’s birthright 
was worth to him! 

Now right at this point, fellows, is 
where Jacob showed his wisdom. _ He 
promptly sealed that contract with God. 
He took the stone his head had rested on 
and set it up for an altar; he poured oil 
upon it and called it Bethel —the House 
of God. Then he made a pledge and vol- 
untarily proposed to give the Lord one- 
tenth of all he made, as a continual token 
of Jacob’s own fidelity to the covenant. | 

Jacob right there abandoned forever his 
program of lying and stealing, and ac- 
cepted the offered partnership of God for 
life and eternity. His course was upward 
from that point. He had his disappoint- 
ments and sorrows, of course, but he 
never lost his faith in, nor his touch with, 
his Senior Partner. 

Fellows, what is all this to you and me? 
Well, nothing specially, unless we can see 
that we, each of us, have a birthright, too, 
If we have that then it means a wonderful 
world and a glorious eternity. Listen to 
Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit, saying: 
“The Spirit Himself bears witness, along 
with our own spirits, to the fact that we 
are children of God; and if children, then 
heirs too — heirs of God and co-heirs with 
Christ; if indeed we are sharers in 
Christ’s sufferings, in order that we may 
also be sharers in His glory” (Rom. 8: 
16, 17, Weymouth). 

So, fellows, just where you are — let 
it be Bethel for you—the House of God. 
And no matter what may be on record 
against you, let this be the bottom, while 
you look into the very gate of Heaven 
because of your birthright and see your 
Lord and hear his voice. He promises 
to feed you with the heritage of Jacob 
(Deut. 32: 9-14; Isa, 58:14). Pour out 
the oil of your penitence upon the altar 
of a new start; a start that leads straight 
out upon a trail that shall be ever upward. 
And you will sing like David, “Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life: and I will dwell in 
the house of the Lord for ever.” 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the’lesson of May 23) 


1. He had gone down from the “south coun- 
try” near the well of Lahai-roi (comp. Gen. 
24:62 with 25:11) into the Philistine coun- 
try to escape a famine or drought in his own 
land (Gen. 26: 1). 

2 See Genesis 26 : 3, 4. 


3. Christ did not strive for his rights; when 
reviled he -reviled not again. As on Mt. 
Moriah, “Obedient unto death” (comp. Gen. 
22 with Phil. 2: 5-8) and as a man of peace 
(comp. Gen. 26: 17-33 with Isa. 9 : 6). 

4. See Genesis 21 : 22-34. 

5. See Genesis 21’: 25, 26. 


6. Isaac’s bride, Rebekah, is first glimpsed 
at a well, watering the camels of his father’s 
servant-messenger. Jacob first saw Rachel 
at a well watering her father’s flocks. Moses 
met his wife at a well-side, where he defended 
her and her sisters from some rude shep- 
herds. David’s “mighty men” risked their 
lives to bring him a drink of water from the 
old home well in Bethlehem, while he was liv- 
ing a fugitive from Saul’s anger. Jesus 
talked with the woman of Samaria by Jacob’s 
well, 





7. The Turks have so stopped up many of 
the springs and wells of, the Bible land, and 
at one time taxed them so heavily, that their 
Owners stopped them up to avoid this taxa- 
tion. 

8. “The same night,” after surrendering his 
third well, Jehovah appeared unto him with 
a promised blessing, like unto his father 
Abraham’s, 


9. Material prosperity and peace with his 
Philistine neighbors. 


10. “Blessed are the: peacemakers, for they 
shall be called the sons of God” (Matt. 5 : 9). 


11. In Matthew 18 : 15-17. 
12, Personal. 


13. Sorrow at .the intermarriage of Esau 
with Hittite women (Gen. 26 : 34, 35). 





Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 











Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity. will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too personal for an answer 
in these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
glad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Saw your answer to 
“Up-To-Date” girl. Thank you for the an- 
swer. I wish to ask how to help a Sunday- 
school that has ordered out of the church 
house and Sunday-school their most helpful 
teacher: told falsehoods on her and refused 
to allow her to help in singing, playing, 
teaching, and even in the congregation will 
not pass her a song book. .She went regu- 
larly, gave of her money, time, and strength, 
though barely able to go.’ She is a most 
capable person in the congregation, No one 
can question her honesty as a member, and 
she dearly loves the Sunday-school. She is 
middle-aged, married, and has been a church- 
member since she was ten years old. Loves 
her work and church.SYMPATHIZER. 


Y DEAR “SYMPATHIZER”: 
How shail you help her? Encourage 
your friend to “endure hardness, as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Tim, 2:3). 








ade. 


Tell her to read 1 Peter 4: 12-16. Also 
Ephesians 6, from the tenth verse to the 
end of the seventeenth. Do you know 
I can’t conceive of her reading these se- 
lections and not having a great victory in 
her soul, that Christ should so fill her 
with a power to meet just such an oc- 
casion. Think of how she will represent 
her Lord, when she can be buffeted by 
these and return no evil to them. “Smile, 
because the Lord has given her an op- 
portunity to show his spirit. You know 
if something like that did not happen you 
would never know just how wonderful 
the victorious power of God is to keep, 
under circumstances in which the flesh, 
left to itself, would utterly fail. 

Come, be a real helper to this one, and 
get under her with prayer and let the 
Spirit work it all out alone, and do not try 
to explain things to the opposers, but just 
bear things for Christ’s sake, and do 
nothing. If all the work is taken out 
of her hands, do nothing but pray for 
your “enemies,” and for those who “de- 
spitefully” use you, and as sure as you 
live, God will not forget you and your 
friend, but will pour out his Spirit on all 
of you, and I would not be surprised if 
a revival would break out in your midst. 
“Be still,” and let God -have his way. He 
knows everybody, and can meet this situ- 
ation with a blessing for all, and with no 
harm to his cause. Try it! 


SOUND BOOKS 
for Christian Education 


Sketches from Church History — 199 pages — 
cloth—7g cents. A supplementary Reader for 
History Classes. Interesting for boys and girls 
and suitable for use as textbook. 

The Bible and Christian Education — 128 pages 
— paper cover — 30 cents. 

The new Christian School Yearbook — about 128 
pages — 35 cents. 

Discount is given on quantity orders. 

Single copies of the following leaflets about Christian 
schools will be sent free nppon request: ‘‘ Basic Prin- 
ciples of the Christian Schools of America,”’ ‘“‘ The 
Bible and the Christian Schools of America,” ‘‘ Chris- 
tian Education for Children of Christian Parents.” 
Send orders to 

NATIONAL UNION OF CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 

1121 West Seventy-first Street, Chi » UL 
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Now Ready—every Teacher should have a copy 





THE BIBLICAL STORY 
OF CREATION 


In the Light of the Recently Discovered Babylonian Documents 


A SCIENTIST’S STUDY OF THE BIBLE 


By GIORGIO BARTOLI, Ph.D., D.Sc., D.D. 
(Containing The Sunday School Times articles with much additional material 


This new volume by one of the outstanding scien- 
tific men of Italy, giving a wealth of technical in- 
formation from scholarly works inaccessible to 
most readers of the Bible, yet standing with un- 
wavering fidelity for the old faith, is not only an 
invaluable -help to the study of the International 
Uniform. Lessons of this Quarter, but will make 
an addition of permanent value to every Chris- 
tian’s library. 
The book studies the manner of creation, disproves 
evolution, brings together information from the 
whole Bible on the cosmic wreck caused by the 
fall of Satan_and hosts of angels with him, and 
shows that this was the teaching of Jewish writ- 
ers before Christ, of the Lord and the Apostles, 
and of the Early Church. 


It is now ready and may be ordered from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut St., 

Philadelphia, or through the bookstores, at $1.25, 
plus 10c postage. 
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There are More 
of Your Friends 


Who Ought to Have 
The Sunday School Times 


You know who they are and where they live. 


We do not—as yet! 


But with your help we canknow, and then your friends 


can know The Sunday School Times with our help. 


For to each one whose natne and address you send 


us, who is not yet a subscriber, we shall be glad to send 
three issues of The Sunday School Times as specimen 


copies, so that he may become well acquainted with the 


paper. 


In so far as The Sunday School Times has been a 


in telling others about it. 


help to you in any way, we know you will want to share 


In recognition. of your part in this, we shall be glad 


to send you your selection of the books or booklets named 
here,—one book or booklet from List One for every ten 


such names you send; or one book from List Two for 


every twenty such names. 


Just clip and mark this list and enclose it with your 
list of names,—and PLEASE mark the names on your list, 
P for pastor, S for superintendent of a Sunday-school, 
T for teacher, and B for Adult Bible Class member. 


Thank you! 


List One 


How I Study My Bible 

By Howard A. Kelly, M.D. How does 
such an outstanding surgeon and 
scientist, in a life crowded with pro- 
fessional obligations, find time to 
study the Bible, and how did he ac- 
quire his unusual knowledge of the 
Word? Dr. Kelly gives the simple 
yet profound secrets of his Bible 
study in this booklet. 25. cents. 


How to Speak Without Notes 
By Robert E. Speer. A clear, brief, 
practical address by one of the 
strongest, most experienced public 
speakers of our time. 25 cents. 


Bible Alphabets and Memory Work 
Compiled by Alan S, Pearce. A col- 
lection of drills for use in the -home, 
Sunday-school departments, superin- 
tendents’ platform drill, Bible classes, 
devotional periods, prayer meetings, 
summer Bible schools, and religious 
day schools. 25 cents. 


Christ the Key to Scriptures 
By the Rev. W. Graham Scroggie. 
This booklet is both a study and a 
method, showing that the Christ of 
prophecy, the Christ of history, the 
Christ of experience, and the Christ 
of glory present a complete key to 
the whole Scripture. 25 cents. 


Chart of Jewish National History 
By E. H. and §S., J. Byington. Shows 
the progress and divisions and kings 
and prophets of Israel and Judah 
from the time of Abraham to the birth 
of Christ and after. Pocket size, 2Sc. 


List Two 


500 Bible Story Questions 
and Answers 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. Questions of 
real value for home and class study 
in bringing out -some of the lesser 
known incidents of the Old Testa- 
ment. SO cents. 


What is. the Gospel ? 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. 
Straightforward talks on Evangelism 
for “the man in the street,”— and 
every one else. It gives God’s Word 
on Why Men are Lost, How Men are 
Saved, What is Salvation, The Biessed 
Hope, The Victorious Life. Paper, 
5€ cents. 


The Sunday School and the Home 


By Frank L. Brown. A thoroughly 
practical discussion of the proper re- 
lationship between the home and the 
Sunday-school, with definite plans for 
creating and sustaining that relation- 
ship. 5@ cents. 


A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 


By Philip E. Howard. Practical help 
on lesson preparation, knowing the 
pupil, secuting attention, asking 
questions, using illustrations, con- 
ducting reviews, getting the pupils 
to work, leading tke pupil to Christ. 
A brief setting forth of many of the 
most important teaching principles 
and methods in Sunday-school work, 
. simply told and practically illustrated 
from actual experience for the help 
of the untrained teacher. 75 cents. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut St.. Philadelphia 


| 


———_ 


























The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





June 6. How May We Create and Spread 
Happiness? Matt. 5:1-12; Acts 8: 4-8 
(Consecration meeting.) 

ts 13. How to Get Things Done. Neh. 

21-33 3:28; 4: 1-6, 16-23. 

tone 20. How Much of a Goal Should Money 
Be? Matt. 6 : 19-24, 33. 

June 27, What May Japan and Korea Expect 
from Christianity? Micah 6:6-8. (Mis- 
sionary meeting.) 


Sunday, May 30 


Lessons from God’s Pioneers in All 
Ages (Heb. 11 : 8-10, 17-22) 





Mon.—A trai!-blazer (Gen. 12 : 1-9). 
Tues.—The immigrant (Gen. 37 : 29-36). 
Wed.—The lawgiver (Exod, 20 : 1-21). 
Thurs.—The soldier (Josh. 1 ; 1-8). 
Fri.—The patriot (Esth. 4: ‘oa 
Sat.—The judge (1 Sam. 12: 1-5). 








What are some lessons in perseverance? 
What | does Lincoln teach us? 
What lesson does Moody teach us? 


ENRY M. TYNDALL’S “Illustra- 

tive Anecdotes” tells that one of the 
cornices in Lord Rothchild’s mansion ir 
Piccadilly is unfmished. “One is likely 
to ask: ‘Could not the richest man in 
the world afford to pay for that cornice, 
or is the lack due simply to carelessness ?’ 
The explanation is a very simple yet sug- 
gestive one, when it is known. Lord 
Rothchild is an orthodox Jew, and every 
pious Jew’s house, tradition says, must 
have some part unfinished, to bear testi- 
mony to the world that its occupant is 
only like Abraham, a pilgrim and stranger 
upon the earth, 





God’s plan for those who would follow 
him has ever led, down through the 
ages, along pioneer trails. Not only the 
Israelite of old, but the Christian of the 
early church and the Christian of today 
have been clearly taught by God that their 
mission on this earth is not one of per- 
manence, but that they are_pilgrims and 
sojourners in a strange land, looking and 
journeying toward a city 1 not made with 
hands. ie 


Abraham was called out of Ur of the 
Chaldees to journey into a country that 
he knew not of, in order that there God 
might make him a blessing, and through 
him bless ‘all of the nations of the earth. 
But his venture into a new country was 
not merely one of travel. Behind it lay 
the spiritual venture of faith through 
which Abraham later came to be known 
as the friend of God. 

Moses was called out of his wilderness 
training to lead the great host of Israel 
out of the land of an angry king, and 
acress the wilderness back to the Prom- 
ised Land. Here again it was a venture 
of faith in being willing to believe God. 

Samuel was called when but a child, 
and before long was entrusted with the 
difficult task of welding the separate 
tribes into one nation and guiding them 
through the troublous days of their first 
kings. Ne 


So on dcewn through the Bible, we find 
God choosing those who were willing to 
make the venture of faith in him, who 
were ready to be pioneers for whatever 
task he has for them-to do, and to be 
used as mighty instruments to work out 
his purposes, first for his Chosen People, 
and then for the whole world. 


we 

Since Christ returned to his Father, 
his followers have had one great com- 
mission, “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature” 
(Mark 16:15). The carrying out of this 
commission has ever been pioneer work. 
Paul the apostle, from the time he met 
the Lord Jesus Christ on the way to Da- 
mascus -until his death, was ever found 
on pioneer trails carrying the Good News 
to those who had not yet heard of Christ. 








May 15, 1926 


The history of the early church is filled 
with those who, like Paul, sought to carry 
the Gospel to the uttermost parts of the 
earth. 

In later years, God ‘has used such men 
as Williaga Carey, Hudson Taylor, Rob- 
bert Moffat, and David Livingstone, 
whose daring faith and pioneer vision, 
have been used to open up whole conti- 
nents to the Gospel. 

Only recently, "God has been working 
in a remarkable way through the late 
Howard B. Dinwiddie, through L. L. 
Legters, and others“to reach the, Amer- 
ican Indians in both North and South 
America who have heretofore had little 
or no opportunity to hear the Good News. 


But what of each one who acknowl- 
edges the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour ?. 
Can we all be pioneers for him? God's 
Word plainly shows us that he has plan- 
ned our life work for us (Eph. 2: 10). 
There are no two plans. alike, so that if 
we are in his will, following his instruc~ 
tions, we are truly pioneering for him, 
for we are walking in a way that has 
never been trodden before. 

Whether that way lies through a busi- 
ness office, or through a shop, or through 
duties about the home, or out in the 
farthest reaches of Africa, or China, or 
South America, we may be just as truly 
God’s pioneers as any of these whose 
names have gone down in history. All 
that God wants of us is that we shall 
be dering enough to trust him, willing 
to put ourselves into his hands for his 
molding, guiding. One thing we may be 
absolutely sure of and that is that his 
way will never be humdrum. We may not 
have the thrilling experiences of a Stanley, 
yet we can fave and ought to have thrill- 
ing experiences of one who so knows the 
Lord Jesus Christ that he can be con- 
stantly used by him wherever he may be. 


What new trails sic tnidie for my Lord? 

Am I willing to pioneer for Christ in the 
foreign field? 

Am T letting him show me what pioneer 
work he has for me at home? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
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Lesson for May 30 
Genésis 27, 28 


Your Prayer Responsibility 
for China 


OT long ago, the Director of the Mil- 

lion Testaments for China Campaign 
had the opportunity of laying’ the plan 
of distributing Testaments among the 
Chinese before the Director of the Great 
Commission Prayer League. He was 
deeply impressed with the urgency and 
opportunity of the effort. Offering fer- 
vent prayer far into the night, he wrote 
the appeal for prayer on behalf of the 
work which appeared in The Sunday 
School Times of March 27. He strik- 
ingly declared each Testament is a mis- 
sionary that can never become a Modern- 
ist—a missionary for fifteen cents—a 
hundred such missionaries for $15, which 
inc.udes passage money, board, salary and 
ail expenses, and never any furlough 
home. 

Will not each one who reads these lines 
heed this heart-to-heart appeal for China? 
Will you pray earnestly and believingly 
and daily for this work, — that the money 
for the Testaments may be quickly se- 
cured, so that the Testaments may be 
speedily printed and presented to perish- 
ing souls? And will you not also put the 
Director of Campaign on your prayer 
list, and pray that he may be filled with 
the Holy Spirit, be given health and 
strength, and have wisdom and guidance 
ins assisting in raising funds and enlist- 
ing prayer in this land and in helping in 
the distribution of the Testaments in 
China? 

‘In addition to enlisting tens of thou- 
sands who will remember the work daily 
in their private devotions, it is hoped to 
secure a thousand prayer secretaries who 
will co-operate in getting united prayer 
for the movement and for China in prayer 
groups and prayer circles, and mission- 
ary prayer-meetings. 

If you are a member of a prayer band, 
and if the Lord lays this effort upon your 
heart, will you send your name to the 
Million Testaments for China Campaign, 
149 ‘South Fourth Street, Philadelphia, 
and request as many prayer cards and 
illustrated sheets as you can effectively 
use to enlist interest and prayer on behalf 
of the work? If you are not a member 
of a prayer group, can you not meet with 
two or three others weekly to pray for 
this work and for China in her hour of 
crisis and opportunity? Send for litera- 
ture describing the work, to give to your 
friends and ask to be enrolled as a prayer 
secretary. You may not be able to go as 
a missionary to China, but in this way 
you can have a very vital and definite 
share in the task of evangelizing that 
great nation. : 

Do not delay. Time is pfecious. The 
need is urgent. Ask the Lord to show 
you his will, and* write today. 





Children at Home 
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was allowed to come—to meet the high 
priest there, hoping to be freed from the 
plague of ‘leprosy, a disease so loathsome 
and “catching,” so crippling, disfiguring, 
and incurable that it makes one of the 
plainest illustrations of sin. To this day 
persons having it should be kept apart 
from folks who are free from it, apart 
even from their own dear families. 

The high priest came out to meet the 
leper because the leper could not go in to 
him, and, after looking carefully over 
the pitiful, unclean man, the priest took 
two little birds from a cage which his 
servant had carried along with them, and 
one of the little birds had to die. It was 
killed in a vessel over running water, 
and when the blood of the slain little bird 
had dripped, dripped into the vessel, the 
high priest dipped the living bird into this 
blood and let it loose. Up rose the living 
bird on its quick, powerful wings, and 
away it flew over the fields whither- 
soever its gladness led. Then the priest 
sprinkled the leper seven times with the 
blood of the little dead bird, and bade 
him shave himself, bathe and wash his 
clothes, which were, of course, fouled 
with disease and uncleanness. After 
some days the man could go back to his 
family and his friends and into the city, 
and enter there into communion, with 
God in the temple, which was meant to be 
a house of prayer for all people. 

Anyone readily sees the need of the 
leper’s shaving and bath and washing of 
clothes, but a great many people ask, 
“What was the use of the running water 
and the two little birds?” The running 
water is a story all by itself, and I am 
only telling about the birds. They tell a 
picture story, and the little dead bird pic- 
tures the death of the Lord Jesus, just as 
leprosy pictures the sin for which he 
died. It is through the Lord’s death that 
our healing and cleansing from sin must 
come. The little, live, blood-drenched 
bird, rising into a free, higher life, pic- 
tures the resurrection of Jesus. One was 
needed to tell of the Lord’s death; an- 
other was needed to tell of his risen life. 
There is such important meaning’ in the 
death and the resurrection of the Christ, 
that many symbols and pictures have been 
used, and still are used, to call attention to 
these greatest of all facts, yet the half 
has never yet been told about them. 

Now, to be sure that this story is plain, 
just for a moment seethe flowing blood 
of the dying bird and the little red pool 
in the vessel; the next moment see the 
living bird, bearing the marks of death, 
winging its upward way. Did.it fly away 
singing? We do not know. Not all birds 
sare song birds. But we do know that 
each human life which, through the blood 
of Jesus spilled on the cross for us, is 
let into the resurrection life of the risen 
Lord is a song life. You and I should 
be singing because of the story the two 
little birds told. 


GREENVIEW, ILL. 








The Story Two Little Birds Told 
By Sarah Elizabeth Sprouse 


B py td did not know they were Aelling 
a-story. Little birds never know that 
they bring us news, though they teil of 
the springtime and of the songs of com- 
ing springs that are hidden within their 
delicate eggs. They speak to us about 
color and grace; they tell us of the free- 
dom of wings and of freedom from care; 
of the joy of the upper air and the sway- 
ing branches of trees. Sometimes a bird 
message is bigger still than any of these 
just mentioned. Even one of our spar- 
rows — and sparrows often annoy us, too, 
chasing away our singing wrens and lit- 
tering up our porches and eaves — dead 
in our sight, tells us that God is here, 
since we have read in the Bible that not 
a sparrow shall fall on the ground with- 
out our Father. “Without his presence 
at the funeral,” wrote George MacDon- 
ald, who was a Christian and also a poet. 

The two little birds I shail tell you 
about lived a long time ago. So did the 
peor leper who came. without the bounds 
of an ancient city — came as near as he 





BIBLE SCHOOLS AND INSTITUTES 
Brookes Bible Institute 


2051 Park Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 








A School planted by God and kept by God 
for the training of His people in the use of His 
Word as His witnesses in Home and Foreign 
Missions and S. S. Work. 


The well-known, Fundamental truths of the 
Bible in every class. Tuition free. Resident 
students contribute $5.00 weekly toward the 
expense of Lodging and Board. Write for 
catalog. 


The Seventh Annual Conference 
Central Penna. Bible Conference Assn. 


Held again this year at Lakemont Park, near 
Altoona, Pa. D. V. From July 3ist to 
August 8th, inclusive. 
Experienced Teachers who are sound and orthodox 

in the faith will deliver wonderful messages from 
the one and only Word of God. 
Further information b sdivining H. J. Anker- 
man, Pres., Altoona, Pa., or“W. D. Calvert Ch. 
Publicity, 2507 W. Chest. Ave., Altoona, Pa. 











In ordering gocds, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 
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As High As 9% 


sanctioned by the General Assembly 


is paid on the Annuity Bonds of the Board of Ministerial 
Relief and Sustentation. . 


‘They are absolutely safe! 
The income is paid quarterly, or semi-annually! 


They give you a share in caring for ministers and mission- 
aries if disabled or in ‘heir old age! 


They possess every advantage found in any Annuity Bond! 
Write today to 
Rev. Joun H. Gross, D.D., Treasurer 


Presbyterian Board of Ministerial Relief and Sustentation 
900-C Witherspoon Building— Philadelphia, Pa. 
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GALFONTE-HADDON HAIL 
ATLANTIC CITY 


For rest or recreation by the sea there is no ‘place like Chalfonte-Haddon 
Hall. Their friendly hospitality, personal attention, and most modern comforts 
always appeal. Right on the Beach and the Boardwalk, in the very center of 
things. American plan only; always open. Illustrated folder and rates on 


request. ; 
LEEDS AND LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 














— KANAMORIS LIFESTORY ~* 
The thrilling story of the “Moody of Japan” as told by himself 
Cloth, $1; postage, 10c. 
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BIBLE SCHOOLS AND INSTITUTES 
INTERDENOMINATIONAL! EVANGELICAL! EVANGELISTIC ! 


The National Bible Institute 


340-348 West 55th Street, New York City 
DON O. SHELTON, President. M. T. SHELFORD, Dean. HUGH R. MONRO, Treasurer 
COURSES OF STUDY 
I. THEOLOGICAL. A three-year course preparing for the work of the Gospel Ministry. 
Il. MISSIONARY. A three-year course combining Theology, Bible and Medicine. 
Ill. GOSPEL MUSIC. V. CHRISTIAN WORKERS’ BIBLE COURSE 
IV. CHRISTIAN SERVICE SECRETARIAL. VI. CHRISTIAN SERVICE MEDICAL 


New fire-proof building with every convenience, situated at the heart of New York City. 
Tuition Free. Room and Board at reasonable rates. Opportunities for self-help. 


Catalogue and further information will be sent on request 


The Northwestern Bible and || Churches, Need | 
Missionary Training School 


Many opportunities await the trained woman, 
Pastor’s. Assistants, Educational Directors. 

W. B. Riley, D.D., Founder and Supt. 
A Bible School of High Scholarship 


Missionaries. One, two and three year courses. 
Offering unusual opportunities for Practical Work. 








High School Diploma required. Sgholershipe 
et 
Dormitories for Men and Women. Free Tuition. 


available. Central city location, For book! 
Write for Infofmation. 20S. Eleventh St., Minneapolis. 


1128 Sthace Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
HEPHZIBAH HOUSE 
Bible Training School and Home of Rest 


Philadelphia School for Christian Workers. 
51 West 75th Street, New York 


Cleveland Bible Institute 
Special emphasis upon the experimental aspect ot 


Rev. C. W. BUTLER, D.D., President 
life and service in. union and. co-operatien. with Christ 


A splendid training school for Christian workers of 
Crucified, Risen and Ascended. 




















as well as complete Bible work. Opportunities for 








every class. Strong courses in theology and music 
FURTHER INFORMATION UPON: REQUEST 


‘ working to help with expenses are good. Write fer 
Catalogue. \ 












































































Help Wanted 
For the Bible Cause 


American Bible Society 
Annuity Bonds will 
provide the means. 
These Bonds are safe, 
profitable, convenient, 
and satisfying. 


Income as high 
as 9% 


Write for booklet ‘‘ Bible 
and Bonds’’ No. M-16 to 


-AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
BIBLE HOUSE, Astor Place, New York, N. ¥. 
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Price 1 cent csigr sen S| 
75 cents per hundred 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 


7 West 45th Street, New York City 
—= 
































‘FIGHTING TO DEATH FOR 


THE BIBLE “God'fareweit™ 


Read W. J. Bryan’s final, defense of the Biblé and 
clear exposure of the enemy’s attack now being wa ne 
against it and the Christian Religion.. Also, read 
will; see what he did with his estate of over $609,000. oat 
how he set aside funds to help poor boys get an edu- 
cation. Complete copies of his great Last Message, his 
Will, and the funeral oration, alt for 25¢ while they 
last. Mail coin only at once. 


National Book Co., 425 McGregor, Cincinnati 


“BERACHAH” 
NYA fundamental doctrines. No chil- 
Ck, dren. A mile from town. Con 
N. Y. nected with vat byf 


One hour from 
ON HUDSON pees Ee of Ee. R. von 


RIVER ae ea) I rg Write Msgr. 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
me ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: There is 
no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 





A quiet, well kept boarding 
house for Christians holding 











72 Days—Leaving June 19 


SELECT EUROPEAN TOUR 


Completel aoyent the colorful sights of England, 
Holland, Bel — rmany, Switzerland, taly, 
and France. yping at fine hotels, using motors 
and large oth my iners. 


; TRAVEL FREE FROM CARB 
This party is limited to twelve, all desirable you 
ladies and their parents. Personal leade rshi ‘+ 
— experienced’ tour conductor. Mrs. Fogwell is 
apomeay fitted to take young ladies, being leader 
flarge Bible class. Write for detailed information. 
PRICE $1,165. INCLUDES ALL EXPENSES 


MRS. G. CLINTON FOGWELL 














6662 Lincoln Drive, Philadelphia, Pa 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





oliowing the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the a Geer Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the loneeotonal 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


Victorious Life Conferences 


NE of the special subjects of prayer 
which all the readers of this paper 
will wish to be faithful in remembering 
during the w ahead is the schedule 
of summer Victorious Life. Conferences: 
At Keswick, N. J., Students’ Confer- 
ence, June 26 to July 2; followed by Vic- 
torious Life Conferences July 10 to 18, 
July 24 to August 1, and August 21 to 29. 
At Linwood Park, Vermilion, Ohio, 
Victorious Life Conference, August 9 to 
15. 
Prayer is especially asked: 


“1. That there shall be clearly pre- 
sented the all-sufficiency of the provision 
God made in our Lord Jesus Christ for 
every need of those who believe, 

“2, That there shall also be presented 
the utter and continual helplessness and 
insufficiency of every one apart from 
Christ to live a life pleasing to God.” 


See Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s Prayer 
Suggestions below 


—_—_ 


May 24 to 30 
Mon.—Genesis 28 : 10-22... Jacob at Bethel. 


A beautiful story, but how much more 
beautiful in practice! For example, “I 
will surely give the tenth unto thee” (v. 

22). Compare 20:25. May not 
Jacob’s jeamanibetbie and performance of 
this vow have enabled him to prevail in 
prayer some years later? (Gen. 32: 24- 
28.) Conduct affects prayer tremend- 
ously. See 1 John 3: 19-22. 

Prayer Succestions: “Prayer,” says 
Dr. Thomas Payne (in “The Greatest 
Force on Earth’), “is a Jacob’s ladder, 
with God’s angels ascending and descend- 
ing, taking up the tp sap) and bringing 
down the answers.” Is this your experi- 
ence of prayer? Ask God that it may be. 


Tues.—Isaiah 6:1-8 Isaiah’s Vision. 


Six times in chapter five were woes 
pronounced upon others, but when Isaiah 
saw “the King, the Lord of hosts,” he 
pronounced woe upon himself. Let us 
be slow to condemn others until we have 
first seen ourselves in the light of God’s 
holiness. Denunciation of sin unaccom- 
panied by’ heart-broken personal contri- 
tion accomplishes little. 

Prayer SuGcestions: Pray that great 
wisdom may be given to the directors of 
the Victorious Life Testimony, that just 
the right speakers may be chosen and that 
all the details of each conference may be 
properly managed. Pray for the anoint- 
ing of the Spirit upon each speaker. 


Wed.—Ezekiel 37: 1-10. Ezekiel’s Vision. 


“The ‘bones’,” says Dr. Scofield (Sco- 
field Reference Bible), “are the whole 
house of Israel who shall then be living. 
The ‘graves’ are the nations where they 
dwelt.” Israel’s national conversion is in 
view. Read verses If to 14, and compare 
therewith Romans 11: 25-36. If there is 
doubt now, the day is coming when doubt 
shall be no more (Ezek. 37: 14). 


Prayer SuGcestions: Pray that the 
Lord will bring to each Victorious Life 
Conference just those whom he would 
have there; that he will amply provide for 
every personal need, and that he will en- 
able each attendant to appropriate fully 
all that God’s grace has freely provided 
ir the spiritual equipment of his chil- 

ren. 


Thurs.—Acts 10; 9-20. Peter’s Vision. 


Jesus came to save and to cleanse 
earth’s lowest and vilest (Luke 7: 36-50; 
18:13, 14; 19:10); and these are not to 
be pronounced “common or unclean.” 
These will be, as it were, “let down to 
the earth” when Christ returns. Will it 
then be Israel’s turn to be surprised when 
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they see tuese “common” ones Christ’s 
co-rulers? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
Victorious Life Prayer Room at 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, may be- 
come widely known and constantly used, 
and that similar rooms in other cities may 
be established. Pray that God may use 
the Victorious Life Movement to help 
start a great nation-wide revival. 


Fri—Luke 9 ; 28-36. The Transfiguration. 


Not a vision, as was Peter’s (yesterday’s 
reading), but a real event (vs, 20, 30). 
Moses and Elias were actually there, seen 
by the disciples “when they were awake” 
(v. 32). The soul-sleeping doctrine 
doesn’t receive much support from these 
verses, nor from Philippians 1:23. Note 
that this wonderful manifestation came 
during prayer (v. 29). 

Prayer Succestions: Praise God for 
the increasing number of prayer groups 
being formed throughout America to pray 
for local and national spiritual and moral 
cleansing. “Said I not unto thee, that, 
if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest 
see the glory of God?” (John 11:40.) 
Sat.—Revelation 1 ; 10-29. 

John’s Vision of Christ. 


How unlike these majestic visions of 
the ancient days are most of the so-called 
visions of the present day! Frequent let- 
ters are received by the writer contain- 
ing accounts of purported visions which 
on their very face bear the marks of 
fraud. One just now in hand warns of 
impending catastrophe, from which the 
writer of the letter offers to provide a 
way of escape to all who will pay a cer- 
tain stipulated sum Beware! 

PRAYER ‘SUGGESTIONS: re for the 
Christian Home League of America (for- 
merly the Family Altar League), 207 
South Wabash Avenue, Chicago, and for 
all similar organizations and movements. 
Pray for the re-establishment of family 
worship in every Christian home through- 
out the land. 


Sun.—Psalm 121. Help from on High. 


The subject of today’s reading is well 
worded. The original rendering (some- 
what free) of verses I and 2 is more the 
following: “Shall I lift wp mine eyes 
unto the hills? Shall my help come from 
them? Not from the hills, but from Him 
who made the hills my help cometh.” 
Not on his creation, but on the Creator, 
our reliance is to be. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
bereaved home ever ere; for every 
war-made widow an orphan; for every 
ex-soldier, and all ex-service societies; 
for all organizations for the promotion 
of Christian patriotism; for the nation 
itself and all who are in authority, and 
that America may long continue to be 
“the land of the free, and the home of 
the brave.” 





— = Bring back the Newness 
ies all kinds and colors 


of Fancy Footwear 


use Whittemore’s 


_ pecan 






shoeCream 


ASK YOUR DEALER 
Whittemore Bros. Cambridge Mass 


 roantsonS Foor Soy 


Borax Iodine é Bran 


ACTS LIKE MAGIC 
on tired, tender. smarting, 


FEET 


28 CENTS::--ALL DRUGGISTS 
THOMAS GILL SOAP COMPANY , 
TI Kent Ave, Brooklyn, New York 




















Children’s pany beret 

Not only NEW but ws ‘DIFFERENT. 

Samples free to Ministers, Supt’s and Committees 
Examine these and be convinced. 


PATHS OF PROMISE by ‘J ae Hall. Beauti- 
ful lyrics and charming m 
HEROINES OF HIS WORD.. pee with pro- 
rec Platform “demonstra- ~ 





tion. ny sings incidental music. A Nove.ty. 


ae . Thi 
~ om Mee Late og “ss o. ‘tT The indoor 


usic by 
Perea for entire 8c 
cLAmmOS NO. 4. Sana music of the world’s mas- 
ters, arranged for Sunday School singing. 
GARDEN OF HIS LOVE. "This is Vag a ‘‘Mixed 
rvice,’’ because of its great variet: 
HIS, SROWNING Day. A complet e easy service 
li departments by W. A. Sh 
CHILDREN'S DAY ‘HELPER, NO. —~ 
Colored cover, eo Plenty of terial for 
tne little chifden. recitations, exercises, 
songs, etc., 25¢ each. No returnable sample sent. 
CHILDREN’S DAY mopman A NO. 2 
Cc lendid, worth while th: fe 
people. Vigorous and helpful, 25c = ah. Bo te 
turnable samples sent. 





HALL-MACK CO. 21st & Arch Sts., 


ADAM GEIBEL MUSIC CO. } Philadelphia, Pa. 


National Music Co., Western Selling Agents, 218 S. 
Wabash Avenue, Chicago, li. . 








You Can Easily Solve Your 
Children’s Day Program Problem } 


by. selecting one of these three Children’s Da: 
books. Here is a wealth of material ee ren rR 

tations, Exercises, Uaranes, lets, lotion 

Songs and Choruses. All wri She cal —— 

simple style—each cunning, = more comet 
material for_your program. 

THE PARAMOUNT CHILDREN’S DAY BOOK, NO. 2 

Contaitis the very latest material for this happy 

soomsinn. Ori _ a og novel te rm 

cheerful songs, flower 

logues. pense, fovea ber Pi ead fe Sehaves 

and pleasure to your 


A collection of Recitations, Exercises, Dia a 
Playlets, Motion Songs, and Choruses ; 
complete C. with a beautiful 
pageant ae flower d ou will be wonderfully 
thit. Every number is new. 


A superb collection of. more than zoo Recitations 
and on and 33 song gems, the sweetest 
and prettiest nature songs ever written. All easy 
to memorize. 


The price of each of the above books is 25c. 
Write to your supply house or send direct to 
MEYER & BROTHER 
56 W. Washington Street, Chicago, Ill. 











DEAGAN TOWER CHIMES 


ELECTRIC KEYBOARD 


THE MEMORIAL SUBLIME 


LITERATURE, INCLUDING TESTED PLAN FOR 
ES SENT UPON REQUEST 
-TS- $6000 AND UF 


SECURING CHiP 
STANDARD 























BRONZETABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Wept. 9), S86 W. 27th St.. New York City. 








PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, 
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